ANTI-POVERTY WEEK
2018

MEDIA CLIPPINGS
METROPOLITAN, REGIONAL AND ONLINE
CLIPPINGS MONITORED DURING THE WEEK

Foodbank is now collecting from all 144 OTR stores
throughout SA
OTR has struck a deal with Foodbank, which collects surplus supplies for poor people and now has access to all of the
company’s petrol station convenience stores.
Miles Kemp
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Foodbank’s Greg Pattinson and OTR’s Gracie Smith at Walkerville – OTR are now donating food product from all 144
stores across the state. Source:Supplied

FOODBANK is celebrating a deal with OTR’s 144 stores which is
giving it direct access to food donations in hard hit regional areas.
OTR (formerly On The Run) has this week completed a 12-month
campaign to sign up all stores, giving it the biggest geographical
footprint of any donor-company in SA.
Foodbank SA Chief Executive Officer Greg Pattinson said the
agreement was providing an invaluable source of food in SA’s
struggling regions, where many other donors did not have outlets.
Products donated in each region will go to the poor in that area, he said.
“We are so grateful for OTR’s commitment across the entire state
because their regional network is critical for us,’’ Mr Pattinson said.
“Those living in regional communities are 33 per cent more likely to
require food relief than those living in metro areas.’’
The 2018 Foodbank Hunger Report revealed 117,260 people in SA are
regularly seeking emergency food relief.

Mr Pattinson said the OTR system had
created considerable savings for Foodbank
in getting the donations to many locations
like Naracoorte, Kangaroo Island and
Berri.
Foodbank and OTR announced the
decision to mark Anti Poverty Week from
14 to 20 October.
OTR has signed up five stores each week,
donating 75,000kg of food over 12
months, including cereal, muesli bars, pet
food, baby food, toiletries, toilet paper,
tissues, bread products, and with chilled
products being added to the list next.
OTR spokeswoman Joann Skene said;
“Our partnership with Foodbank is integral
in helping people who are vulnerable and
hungry as well as reducing landfill.”
Originally published as OTR signs up all
stores as Foodbank donation centres

Housing stress blamed as report shows one in six children live in poverty | Australia news | The Guardian

Housing stress blamed as report shows one in six
children live in poverty
Exclusive: Labour market changes also responsible for ‘highly persistent’ social
exclusion
Paul Karp
Sun 14 Oct 2018 06.00 AEDT

One in six Australian children are living in poverty, according to a new UnitingCare Australia
report.
The report into child social exclusion – commissioned from the University of Canberra’s
National Centre for Social and Economic Modelling – blamed housing stress and labour market
changes for “highly persistent” social exclusion.
UnitingCare will launch the report at Australian Parliament House on Monday at the start of
Anti-Poverty Week.
The report used 2016 census data and other data including Naplan results to measure both
child poverty – where family income falls below the poverty line – and the broader measure of
child social exclusion, which includes socioeconomic, education, connectedness, housing and
health metrics.

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/oct/14/housing-stress-blamed-as-report-shows-one-in-six-children-lives-in-poverty
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In 2016 17.2% of Australian children aged 0-14 years lived in poverty, it found. Excluding the
Northern Territory, the highest rates of child poverty occurred in areas in Victoria outside of
greater Melbourne (23.1%) and in New South Wales outside Sydney (18.9%).
Jurisdictions with signiﬁcantly lower child poverty rates than the others included Queensland
(15.7%), Tasmania (14.7%), the ACT (11.2%) and the urban areas of the Northern Territory
(10.8%).
The report found that between the censuses in 2011 and 2016 “life became harder for all
families owing to housing stress and labour market changes”. In 2016, nearly 35% of children
living in areas where the risk of social exclusion was high lived in families experiencing
housing stress.
Rising high school completion rates since 2011 counterbalanced that in part, helping to
improve child social exclusion.
In 2016 the Northern Territory (43.1%) followed by Tasmania (34.1%) and South Australia (26%)
had the highest prevalence of children at greatest risk of social exclusion.
The report found that a community’s risk of child social exclusion is “highly persistent over
time”, with the geography of exclusion “remaining largely unchanged from 2011”.
87% of local communities with the highest risk of child social exclusion in 2011 remained in
the same quintile for social exclusion in 2016.
The report recommended “signiﬁcant government investment and action” to improve
opportunities and resources in those areas.
Claerwen Little, UnitingCare Australia national director, said in a statement that “being
excluded hurts children, families and the community”.
“This report provides strong arguments for holistic, preventative responses so that parents,
carers and communities can better play their part in raising our children.”
In further comments to Guardian Australia, Little cited investment in early childhood
education for children aged three to ﬁve as a preventative measure proven to have a high
impact.
“It helps children without good supports at home to get ready for school, and that has an
impact on high school completion and life outcomes,” she said.
Labor has announced a $9.8bn 10-year policy to extend early childhood education to three
year olds and guarantee funding for four year olds, which the Coalition has attacked on cost
grounds but not ruled out.
Little cited a national shortfall of at least 200,000 aﬀordable homes and the “erosion” of social
housing in the states as another policy area that required a strategy to improve social
outcomes.

Little said the report showed that “data is like gold in helping to understand where investment
is needed” and avoiding “piecemeal” responses to social exclusion.
“Disadvantage is much more than just poverty or lack of ﬁnancial security. “Limited social
engagement, connection, access and opportunity are equally detrimental to health and wellbeing.”
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/oct/14/housing-stress-blamed-as-report-shows-one-in-six-children-lives-in-poverty

2/2

15 Oct 2018
Sydney Morning Herald, Sydney
Author: CASSANDRA GOLDIE • Section: General News • Article Type: News Item
Audience : 88,634 • Page: 9 • Printed size: 177.00cm² • Region: NSW • Market: Australia
ASR: AUD 12,879 • words: 408 • Item ID: 1022376231

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence.

Shelters for the rich, but
not the poor: How is it fair?
COMMENT
Cassandra Goldie
My father was a tax man and I was
brought up in a household where
paying your fair share of tax was a
good thing, a value to stand up for,
not something to avoid.
Taxes pay for the things
everyday people need to live a good
life, such as quality education,
health, aged care and a decent
social security safety net. Taxes
provide collective peace of mind.
I have been stunned by the tax
choices politicians have made on
our behalf. They have cut personal
income taxes for the very wealthy,
while refusing to close tax loopholes
for those with means.
They have offered tax cuts to
corporations with record proﬁts,
while describing an increase to
Newstart as ‘‘making whoopee’’.
They have promoted tax
concessions that privilege those
who are already wealthy, while
cutting income support for families
living in poverty.
Despite divisive decisions by
politicians, across the business
community, union movement and
community sector we have been
able to agree we need to improve
the fairness and stability of the
system. There is broad agreement
that we have a revenue challenge
over the medium to long term and
that we need to tackle tax

concessions that are no longer ﬁt
for purpose. We need to put decent
tax reform back on the table and
learn from the failures of the past.
Governments must not cherry-pick
single reforms or give in to
powerful, well-resourced interest
groups when the national interest is
at stake.
We need a more adequate and
reliable revenue base, where people
contribute according to their ability
to pay if we are to provide the
essentials into the future. The
Royal Commission into Aged Care
will likely ﬁnd a need for more
investment. The fairest way to do
this is not user pays, nor the
regressive GST, which
disproportionately affects lowincome earners, but by fairly taxing
income and land according to our
ability to pay.
ACOSS will continue to urge
consensus, while ﬁghting for what
we know is right. We must tackle
the use of trusts and private
companies that allow the wealthy to
shelter income. We must address
housing tax concessions and ﬁnally
put a tax on super earnings in
retirement so that we can all
contribute according to our ability
to do so. Ultimately, we must
ensure we have an adequate
revenue base for the future we
want, and our children deserve.
Cassandra Goldie is CEO of the
Australian Council of Social Services.
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GENEROUS
NEIGHBOURS
SPRINGVALE Neighbourhood
House has issued a big thanks
to its generous users who
donated food to struggling
families.
“The support that we have
received from our community
during the collection drive has
been overwhelming,”
administrator Kelly Cooper said.
“When we started we thought
we’d try to get 400 nonperishable food items, but we
now have over 1200 items.”
The food was collected for the
Springvale Benevolent Society
to distribute.
Ms Cooper said during AntiPoverty Week “it was a kind
gesture by people doing it
tough enough themselves but
can still give something to
others doing it even tougher.”

S

Joe Rechichi from the Springvale Benevolent Society
collects food donated by users of Springvale
Neighbourhood House. Picture: PENNY STEPHENS
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Microfinance an important tool to help alleviate poverty but two billion still
struggle to survive, says Opportunity International Australia head
DAVID ADAMS
Microfinance has been an important tool in halving the number of people
living in poverty over the past 20 years but there are still some two billion
people living on less than $US3.20 a day, according Meredith Scott, CEO of
microfinance and development organisation Opportunity International.
In comments made to mark the start of Anti-Poverty Week in Australia, Scott said
over the past 20 years microfinance has helped more than 200 million
microentrepreneurs build incomegenerating businesses, generating sufficient
income to provide a billion people with regular meals and millions of parents with
the capacity to send their children to school
"However, despite progress, there are still two billion people living on less than
$US3.20 a day," she said. "These people struggle to survive. They cannot afford
life's basic necessities like regular meals, clean water, sanitation, healthcare and
education."
Expressing the hope that Anti-Poverty Week will help to galvanise further action
to address poverty, Scott said she realised the task was now "more difficult and
complex than previously because many of the families we need to reach are the
most marginalised".

"They've slipped through the cracks and we don't have a safety net to catch them,"
she said. "They may be hard to reach because they live in remote rural locations;
they might suffering illnesses and malnutrition and lack affordable healthcare and
education services in their area; or there may be a domestic violence issue that
prevents women from working."
Opportunity is this month encouraging Australians to cook a curry and share it
with friends as a fundraiser so families in developing nations can receive small
loans to help them start or build a business. The Great Australian Curry event runs
over October and November with a particular focus on Anti-Poverty Week. For
more information, see https://au.opportunity.org/great-australiancurry-2018.
Anti-Poverty Week in Australia runs from 14th to 20th Octobe1:
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Campaign highlights the
hardship faced by many
ILLAWARRA residents living
below the poverty line are
often forced to make harsh
choices.
“This is the poorest area
in the district – places like
Berkeley, Warrawong and
Port Kembla,” Bree*, 49, said.
“We don’t have $2.60 to get
a bus, when it’s going to buy
us a loaf of bread and a tub of
margarine… Take your pick.
“What are you going to do

The Warrawong resident
was among those who visited Warrawong Community
Centre on Wednesday.
The centre houses the Illawarra Legal Centre and Warrawong Residents Forum.
The two organisations
were participating in the
national Anti-Poverty Week
(October 14-20) campaign to
highlight the hardship faced
by many Australians.

then – eat, or catch a bus?”
Bree is on a disability pension, and lives in a one-bedroom private rental.
She is currently receiving
treatment for breast cancer.
“(You think about), ‘how
am I going to eat?’” she said.
“’How am I going to pay
the cancer carers (a donation) to come to pick me up
to take me to my appointments?’”

WRF manager Maxyne
Graham said both services
assist thousands of Illawarra
residents annually who experience social and financial
hardship.
WRF also provides a free
community lunch three days
a week, which no longer has
government funding.
*Surname
withheld
by request
– BRENDAN CRABB

DOING IT TOUGH: Warrawong resident Bree at the Anti-Poverty Week campaign
event at the Warrawong Community Centre on Wednesday. Picture: Adam McLean
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Joint effort needed to
break poverty’s chains

ᔡ Ian Carter

P

overty in Australia is largely
hidden, conveniently tucked
behind the closed doors of too
many homes in too many
neighbourhoods across our
community.
Today, as government and
community service organisations come
together to mark another National
Anti-Poverty Week, approximately one
in 10 Australians live in poverty. I’m
not talking about families who are
tightening the purse strings or cutting
back on discretionary spending,
perhaps forgoing another holiday.
Rather poverty is defined by an
individual or family’s capacity to
ensure they have access to essential
basics: food, water, clothing and
shelter. It’s about survival.
If you’re of a vintage similar to my
own, you’ll recall when Sir Bob Geldof
rallied his celebrity friends for the
“Band-Aid” cause to raise money for
famine-stricken Africa in the 1980s. So
for many who hear talk of poverty and
entrenched disadvantage, those images
from Africa and even the war-torn
Middle East so quickly come to mind
that it’s all too easy to dismiss the
crisis forming right here in our own
backyard.
In a nation once dubbed “the lucky
country”, today somewhere between 9
per cent and 11 per cent of the
population experience entrenched
disadvantage, including kids. It’s a
figure, according to a recent
Productivity Commission report, that
has remained around the same level
since the mid 1980s. Despite all our
advances, there hasn’t been any
improvement in the fortunes of our

most disadvantaged. Homelessness is
on the rise — young people are
resorting to couch surfing, while

young families are living in their cars.
Those who can still maintain a roof
over their heads are finding that very
little is left for life’s other necessities
after paying the rent.
Children go to school hungry, while
parents go without meals so their
youngsters can eat.
As the costs of living continue to
rise, without any significant movement
in incomes, pensions or the Newstart
allowance, any hope of breaking free
from the cycle is becoming
increasingly dimmed, no matter the
individual determination to escape
poverty. International evidence
indicates that prolonged periods of
unemployment and homelessness lead
to significant effects on an individual’s
physical and mental health; outcomes
which those working on the frontline
of the community service sector in
Australia are now widely reporting.
Nearly 25 years ago when I was first
appointed CEO of Anglicare WA, our
clients would have singular issues
requiring assistance. Over time, we
observed people with a couple of
needs, for example homelessness and
domestic violence or financial stress.
This was also referred to as
co-morbidity.

Today, the clients of far too many
community and government agencies
have a wide range of health and other
issues — a move from co-morbidity to
multiple morbidity. I have to admit, the
outlook from where we stand is grim.
However, there is always hope — even
if it’s just a glimmer.
According to US justice advocate,
Bryan Stevenson, to achieve real social
change takes four elements.
ᔡ We need to be proximate to the issue
we are focusing on — a focus on
place-based approaches, not one size
fits all.

ᔡ We need to be prepared to be
uncomfortable as we walk
alongside the people we’re
working with.
ᔡ We need to provide hope — for
us all, but most importantly for
those in entrenched poverty and
disadvantage. ᔡ We need to
challenge the prevailing
narratives and stereotypes in our
community.
There is much evidence that a
social investment model with
integrated and targeted service
support, all wrapped around the
provision of safe and affordable
housing, delivers significant
social and economic returns to all
levels of government and the
wider community.
So this National Anti-Poverty
Week, let’s take up the challenge
to make a difference. Everyone
has the capacity to be part of the
solution, regardless of age,
gender, sexuality, race, religion,
geographic location or political
preference. It’s only when we all
play our part that we will start to
see sustainable social reforms
and, ultimately, an end to poverty.
ᔡ Ian Carter is chief executive of
Anglicare WA and national co-chair of
Anti-Poverty Week

Yass Tribune
Local Leaders I Mission Australia: How can you help
reduce poverty?
Daniel Strickland

As we approach Anti-Poverty Week (October 14-20), it's important that we ask
ourselves, "What can I do to reduce the impact that poverty has on people living in our
community?"
We see many Mission Australia clients and people in our community, including families
with young children, who are living below the poverty line and are really struggling to
make ends meet.
Take our Brighter Futures program, which
provides support for families with children who
face significant challenges. We all want our
children to have the best possible start in life,
but being a parent can be tough, especially
when you're living well below the poverty line,
like so many of the people we work with.
For so many of the people who access our
services, the crippling cost of rent takes up a
significant proportion of their income. Small
changes in their financial circumstances such
as an unexpected health cost or an increase in
their
electricity bill can throw
them into precarious and stressful situations.
What is needed is an honest and open
discussion about how we want to help
Australians who are experiencing poverty. At
the heart of that needs to be a solid, practical
debate about the adequacy of social security
payments and a solid commitment from
governments - both federal and state - to build
500,000 new social and affordable homes in an
effort to help break the cycle of poverty and
prevent and respond to homelessness.
I would encourage you to get involved, learn
more and take action. To find out more and to
get involved, visit: • antipovertyweek.org.au
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Job market
dries up for
low-skilled
employees
Anna Patty
Workplace relations

Four to 12 job seekers are
competing for each low-skilled
entry-level job advertised, a new
report has found.
Entry-level jobs require little or
no work experience or
qualiﬁcations and include those for
cleaners, labourers, laundry
workers, salespeople, clerical,
ofﬁce support staff, farm and
garden workers.
Of 185,662 job vacancies
advertised in May this year, fewer

than 26,000 – 14 per cent – were
low-skilled entry-level jobs.
The Anglicare report said that
entry-level jobs have become
harder to ﬁnd than in previous
decades when school leavers had
less difﬁculty ﬁnding a job without
any tertiary qualiﬁcations or job
skills. It found that low-skilled job
seekers were also now competing
with more highly skilled
candidates for the same jobs.
The Anglicare Australia
national jobs availability snapshot
shows that nearly 111,000 people
are looking for 26,000 available
low-skilled, entry-level jobs. The

Alex Willetts, 21, has been
unemployed for three years.
Photo: Sitthixay Ditthavong
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report found there are not enough
such jobs available in any state
across Australia. The number of
these jobs has halved as a
t
j b
percentage
off job
advertisements
since 2006.
The report said
that low-skilled
jobseekers were
being ‘‘left out of
the narrative that
assures us we are in
the midst of a jobs
b
d that
th t the
th inability
i
boom,
and
to ﬁnd
a job is an individual failure instead
of a structural one’’.
The Australian and New
Zealand Standard Classiﬁcation of
Occupations lists ﬁve skill levels
with the highest skill category
i the
l l
d h
being level 1band
lowest being level 5.
Level 5 occupations
require no formal
qualiﬁcation or the
completion of
secondary school or a
Certiﬁcate I. They
may or may not
require a short period
boft on-the-job
i i i training
dditi tin addition to
or instead of a formal qualiﬁcation.
Level 4 occupations require a
Certiﬁcate II or III qualiﬁcation or
at least one year of relevant
experience in lieu of formal
qualiﬁcations.
The Jobs Availability Snapshot
found that at least four job seekers
are competing for each low-skilled,
entry-level job across Australia.
More than 714,000 people are
unemployed, and 110,735 are facing
barriers to work.
Executive director of Anglicare
Australia Kasy Chambers said the
job market was ‘‘failing’’ those who
need the most help to ﬁnd work –
those without qualiﬁcations or
recent experience.

Ms Chambers said low-skilled,
entry-level jobs were ‘‘slowly
disappearing’’. In South Australia
for example, there are eight job
seekers competing for each entrylevel job. In Tasmania, there are 12
job seekers for each available lowskilled job.
There are nearly two people
vying for each suitable job in the
ACT, three in Victoria, nearly four
in NSW and close to ﬁve in
Queensland.
Despite facing better odds in the
Canberra job market, Alex Willetts,
21, has been out of work for almost
three years since completing year
12. He said he has a Certiﬁcate II in
hospitality and has been trying to
get work in that area.
‘‘I’ve only had two jobs,’’ he said.
‘‘I had one job [as a kitchen hand in
a cafe] but I missed one day and
they ﬁred me. I got my dates mixed
up. I tried to apologise but they
didn’t want anything to do with it.’’
His second experience as a paid
volunteer went awry because of his
epilepsy which prevented him
from using tools and chemicals
involved in the gardening work.
‘‘I was really trying,’’ he said.
Ms Chambers it was taking an
average of ﬁve years to ﬁnd work
for those who need the most help.
Anglicare has recommended an
increase in the Newstart and
Youth Allowance to prevent
people becoming trapped in
poverty.
“By any measure the Jobactive
network is failing,’’ Ms Chambers
said.
The Commonwealth
government’s Jobactive program
is a free recruitment service that
connects job seekers with
employers. It aims to support job
candidates with pre-employment
training and screens them on
behalf of prospective employers.
Employers are paid a subsidy
when they recruit and retain the
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workers.
Ms Chambers said the program
should be more tailored for each
person. ‘‘That means working in
partnership with people taking
into account their situation,
strengths and goals. It means
helping people ﬁnd the right
training programs and jobs for
them. And it means supporting
them to stay in work once they’re
there,’’ she said.
“These changes are urgent. If
we don’t ﬁx this broken system, we
will go on forcing people to
compete for jobs that simply aren’t
there.”

‘The Jobactive
network is
failing.’
Kasy Chambers, Anglicare
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Port Lincoln comes together for Anti Poverty Week
Jarrad Delaney

Free fruits and vegetables were provided by Foodbank and members of the
Community Street Garden on Edinburgh Street and other businesses and
organisations provided items for a free food raffle.
Red Cross Eyre Peninsula regional manager Kerry Schubert said everyone
was trying to raise awareness of poverty and hardship and to work together
to provide a free lunch for the community.
"It creates an awareness that not everybody has access to food, it's all about
providing that support and understanding," she said.
"Anti Poverty Week fits well with the Community Street Garden as well as
our goal of food security."
Anti Poverty Week took place between October 14 and 20 this year and
encouraged Australians to organise or take part in an activity that aims to
highlight or overcome issues of poverty in Australia.
Mrs Schubert said all Red Cross offices tried to hold an event for Anti
Poverty Week.
She said people could continue to assist those experiencing poverty and
hardship by talking to people, or providing food from their garden as the
organisations involved in the Community Street Garden do.
Organisations involved in this year's Anti Poverty Week event included
Raro�r1f., Vf LJ'1'R.,11ifto 1)t!t,1ffi!;·0 f prMM1fi.g1lioff11B,11"Llie1115'Jl Ge1Tels' rn�·.,
organisations involved in the Community Street Garden do.
Organisations involved in this year's Anti Poverty Week event included
Baptist Care, Aboriginal Family Support Services, Port Lincoln Community
Learning Centre, Housing SA, Matthew Flinders Home,
Centacare and Kallinyalla Garden Centre and Nursery.
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Promoting a fairer world
(Fairer World Bazaar 2018)
ANTI-POVERTY Week, October 14 - 20,
2018 focuses on poverty around the world,
especially in the poorest countries, but also
on wealthier countries such as Australia. Poverty and severe hardship affect more than a
million Australians. Around the world, more
than a billion people are desperately poor.
The main aims of Anti-Poverty Week are to
strengthen public understanding of the
causes and consequences of poverty, and
to encourage research, discussion and action to address the problems. Last year at
least 10,000 people participated in more than
400 activities involving at least 600 organisations around Australia.
The Fairer World Bazaar, hosted by the
Leongatha TEAR Support and Make Poverty
History Action Groups, on Saturday, October
20, 9 am – 2 pm, at the Leongatha Uniting
Church Hall in Peart Street is one such event.
This is the seventh Bazaar, held annually on
the Saturday after October 17, which is United
Nations International Day for the Eradication
of Poverty, designated to raise people’s
awareness of the need to eradicate poverty
and destitution world-wide, particularly in developing countries.
The Bazaar is a great opportunity to do
something positive and solve some Christmas gift shopping at the same time. It is an
alternative gift-fair with charity stalls selling
goods that benefit community projects in Asia,
Africa and Australia. Most stall-holders have
first-hand experience of the projects they
support, and are only too happy to talk about
them. The Bazaar has built a reputation for
variety and quality, and spokeswoman
Johanna Haasjes is confident that the event
will be as good as ever.
The theme for Anti-Poverty Week 2018 is
“Action”. We often feel powerless in the face
of a huge challenge, like ending poverty, but
every little thing we do can help. Not many of
us can personally go overseas to improve
conditions for the world’s poor and needy,
but we can all do something. The Bazaar is
an opportunity to “make a difference”, to help
build a fairer world by making better choices
as a result of being better informed. Takehome hand-outs include a list of charities
represented at the Bazaar, suggestions to
change the world one small step at the time,
and a variety of charity gift-catalogues.
Food for Thought:
We have enough food in the world to feed
d
750 illi
l
h

everyone and yet 750 million people go hungry every night. That’s 1 in 9 people.
It is estimated that 1 in every 5 shopping
bags worth of groceries ends up in the bin.
Collectively, Australians waste 4 million
tonnes of food every year.
Small steps for Big Change:
Learn: Be informed. Read. Listen. View.
Learn from a range of sources.
Advocate: Join campaigns that promote a
fairer world. Speak up.
Give: Raise money for a charity with a
record of action for a fairer world.
Live: Reduce. Re-use. Recycle. Make
changes to live more sustainably.
Entry to the Fairer World Bazaar is free,
and light refreshments are available. All proceeds from the kitchen are donated to TEAR
– a Christian development, relief and advocacy organisation responding to global poverty and injustice.
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Lost his job, about to lose his house –and this
WA man is not alone
By Emma Young
14 October 2018 — 3:35pm

Ray* is a rural West Australian who lost his job around 18 months ago and hasn’t been able to ﬁnd another one.
He had to move out of his house and rent a room from a friend, as the Newstart unemployment allowance, which
is well below minimum wage and the basic cost of living, left him unable to make his mortgage repayments.
After six months being unable to ﬁnd a job he began trying to sell his house, but it’s sat on the market for the
past year.
He rented it out, but the tenants stopped paying the rent then skipped out not only in arrears, but also leaving
Ray with a $3500 water bill. He’s been unable to get new tenants in. There’s $135,000 still owing on the
mortgage.
He’s now $12,000 behind on the repayments and can’t pay the $2000 rates bill from the council, let alone the
$3500 water bill.
In an effort to cover his living expenses he maxed out his two credit cards from back when he had a job, and is now
in debt to the tune of $14,000 and the debt collectors are now hounding him.
Last week, Ray rang Perth ﬁnancial counsellor Kristen Meath in high distress after his bank issued an ultimatum:
voluntarily surrender his home or declare bankruptcy. Ms Meath was able to explain to Ray the short and longterm consequences of bankruptcy and how it might affect his assets. She explained to him how the process of
voluntarily surrendering his house might work. She was able to give him an alternative to the bank’s ultimatum:
short-term, he could apply for a Hardship Variation, which could give him more time to research the option of
bankruptcy.

WA's few free ﬁnancial counsellors answering calls at the helpline ofﬁce.

She referred him to a face-to-face ﬁnancial counsellor for more help to negotiate with his bank and with the debt
collectors. He told Ms Meath he felt a huge relief after the call, which he made in a state of panic. At least now, he
knew and understood more about his position and his options.
The number of calls to the WA-based debt helpline Ms Meath works for, a 1800-number for people in ﬁnancial
distress, have risen 84 per cent for the July-September quarter this year on last year. The WA service received 3646
requests for help in the quarter in WA alone this year compared to 2001 this time last year.
Manager Merlene Price described the spike as alarming.
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With only 2.5 full-time-equivalent ﬁnancial counsellors funded to provide help, staff were under “enormous
pressure” to support at least 60 people a day. On just one day last week, this tiny team ﬁelded 118 calls from
desperate West Australians.
“We are receiving calls from an increasing number of people dealing with utility, credit card and mortgage stress
with their debts often spiralling out of control,” she said.
“Whilst we urge people to seek the help of a ﬁnancial counsellor, the sector cannot currently keep up with
demand, with up to four weeks to wait for an appointment in some areas of the state.”
Synergy has advised the Financial Counsellors’ Association of WA that up to 15 per cent of their customers in this
state – more than 140,000 people – are assessed as being in ﬁnancial hardship.
Executive ofﬁcer Bev Jowle said the 150-plus ﬁnancial counsellors and ﬁnancial capability workers the association
represents were all seeing people daily who were experiencing extreme poverty and mental stress as a result of a
stagnant economy, no increase in wages or Centrelink payments and increased energy, food and transport costs.
She said the people seeking assistance were spending almost 50 per cent income on housing, when the ofﬁcial
measure of affordable housing is that costing 30 per cent of a household income.
They were spending 18 per cent on food, 10 per cent on transport and 5.5 per cent on utilities, leaving very little
– just over 10 per cent – remaining to cover the cost of all other daily living expenses.
“With costs rising again this year, people will be thrown into a further state of poverty.
“It is unacceptable in a country like Australia.”
The May 2017 state budget increased ﬁxed electricity charges by 10.9 per cent, or $169 annually. It more than
doubled the funding of the state’s key hardship utilities grants scheme (HUGS) in 2017-18 to $20 million. It
reinstated funding for the free ﬁnancial counselling services such as the debt helpline that the former
government axed in 2015, forcing the services to turn away thousands.
But after almost two-thirds of the HUGS funding was spent within the ﬁrst four months of the ﬁnancial year, the
government in December announced a six-month suspension of HUGS, putting struggling Synergy and Water
Corporation customers on to payment plans amid suspicions the utilities were dipping into the scheme before
looking at alternative payment options.
Then the May 2018 budget showed a drop in HUGS funding from the $25 million allocated in 2017 presuspension, to $16 million for 2018-19, to $10 million for 2019-20 onward.
Fixed electricity prices rose another seven per cent, representing a $121 increase, and water charges rose 5.5 per
cent.
“While some increases in household fees and charges are more than we would like, these increases are lower
than last year and we have also worked hard to make them lower than expected in some cases,” Treasurer Ben
Wyatt said at the time.
“The McGowan Government remains committed to minimising the impact on those Western Australians most
in need, with total subsidies of $2.2 billion to be spent across the next four years.
"Although the State's ﬁnances are improving, we still need households to do their bit.”
The budget paper itself said the growing numbers of individuals and families facing serious ﬁnancial hardship
increased the likelihood of adverse social consequences including family breakdown, homelessness, crime and
poor health and education outcomes.
“Financial counselling has been shown to assist those most at risk, and the Government will continue to
support the ﬁnancial counselling sector to deliver services where they are most needed,” it said.
The Association is calling for more attention and support to Australia’s one in seven people living below the
poverty line during Anti-Poverty week, which begins on Monday.

*Ray’s name was changed to protect his privacy.
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Pius-X and Byamee join forces for Anti-Poverty Week
Local News

Laini Kirkman

� Amanda Saunders, Zoe Duke, Helena Sampson and Ray Dennison cooking up a storm.

In conjunction with Anti-Poverty Week, Pius-X Aboriginal Corporation and
Byamee Homeless Support have joined forces.
"RU OK?", has been the question both services have been asking locals
whilst hosting a breakfast at Jellicoe and Cooee Park this week.
Byamee's Jo Williams said the two services have been holding barbecue
breakfasts at both parks alternately to provide an opportunity for everyone
to enjoy a chat and food together.
"We know through the stresses of life we can all feel stretched financially
from time to time," she said.
Over Monday and Tuesday mornings, Pius and Byamee provided 81
breakfasts to the community.
"We will be set up at Jellicoe Park on Friday morning and Cooee Park on
Thursday morning from 7am until 9.30am.
"All are welcome to jion us for a chat and some delicious bacon and eggs,"
she said.
The main aims of Anti-Poverty Week are to:
• Strengthen public understanding of the causes and consequences of
The main aims of Anti-Poverty Week are to:
• Strengthen public understanding of the causes and consequences of
poverty and hardship around Australia; and
• Encourage research, discussion and action to address these problems,
including action by individuals, communities, organisations and
governments.
People living in rural and remote Australia are known to experience higher
rates of poverty than those who live in metropolitan areas.
In 2015-16, the equivalised disposable household income outside Australia's
capital cities was, on average 18 per cent less, while net household worth
was, on average 29 per cent lower.
People living outside capital cities were more likely to be in the lowest
household income quintile.
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Renting on rise for older people
OLDER people have increasingly become renters the past
decade, with credit card bills
eating away their retirement
cash, according to new research.
The Salvation Army says
findings from 10 years of financial counselling data is evidence government needs to fix
housing affordability and loan
ethics.
Salvation Army Moneycare
financial counsellor Kristen

PERSONAL FINANCE
Hartnett said National AntiPoverty Week was a chance to
bring the community’s attention to a decade-long rise in the
number of older residents
needing help because of debt.
Ms Hartnett said there was
a 37 per cent increase in people
aged over 55 accessing Moneycare over the past 10 years.
“They’re carrying more debt
on credit cards into that age,

and along with everyone else,
are experiencing increased
housing stress,” she said.
Young people, meanwhile,
are increasingly falling victim
to predatory payday loans, with
the number of these types of
loans doubling, and the
amount handed out tripling.
Ms Hartnett said it was a
sign government needed to act
on long-held plans to legislate
stricter controls on payday
lending.
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Anti-poverty
week, a
timely
reminder
ANTI-POVERTY Week was acknowledged
locally at the Hamilton Evening VIEW Club’s
October meeting last week.
2I¿FLDOO\NLFNLQJRIIWKLV)ULGD\WKHZHHNDLPV
to strengthen the public’s understanding of the
causes and consequences of poverty.
The group came together to highlight the needs
of people living in poverty both in the region
DQGLQWHUQDWLRQDOO\ZLWKJXHVWVSHDNHU5HYHUHQG
Peter Cook gratefully accepting several bags of
socks to be distributed to those less fortunate in
the local area.
+DPLOWRQ 9,(: &OXE SUHVLGHQW 'HQLVH
Read said the group helps to provides vital
education support to two young children through
VSRQVRUVKLSVWKURXJK7KH6PLWK)DPLO\
“There are so many families out there struggling
to pay the bills and education essentials like
school books and excursions can fall to the
ERWWRPRIWKHSLOH´0V5HDGVDLG
“Supporting a child while they are still at school
prevents the need to support them as adults.

Sponsoring their education is an effective way to
KHOSWKHPEUHDNWKHF\FOHRISRYHUW\´
+DPLOWRQ¶V 9,(: PHPEHUV DUH DPRQJ 
from across the country currently fundraising and
VXSSRUWLQJ 7KH 6PLWK )DPLO\ WR KHOS DV PDQ\
disadvantaged children as possible.
&ROOHFWLYHO\ WKH JURXSV KDYH UDLVHG RYHU 
PLOOLRQIRUWKHRUJDQLVDWLRQDQGVSRQVRUWKH
children in need to help support their educational
outcomes.
7KH\ KDYH DOVR YROXQWHHUHG RYHU  KRXUV
of time to help Australia’s young people with
KRPHZRUN UHDGLQJ DQG PHQWRULQJ SURJUDPV
through programs coordinated by The Smith
)DPLO\
0V 5HDG VDLG WKH +DPLOWRQ JURXS LV VHHNLQJ
women of all ages to join the club to they are able
reach even more children in need.

HAMILTON Evening VIEW Club members, Lyn Hodkinson and Annette Petering presented Rev. Peter Cook with a collection of socks, donated
to assist those in need. Photo: SUPPLIED.
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A THOUGHT FOR THOSE ON
THE EDGE
This week is Anti-Poverty Week, an
annual opportunity to raise awareness of the
challenges poverty creates within our community, and to advocate for better responses
from government, business, community, the
sector, and even perhaps ourselves.
Despite Australia’s long held reputation
as the lucky country, poverty in Australia is
real. According to the Australian Council
of Social Services (ACOSS) ‘Poverty in
Australia 2016’ report, an estimated 2.9
million people live below the internationally
accepted poverty line – including 731,000
children.
On a local level in the City of Ballarat,
an estimated 22.7% of people live below
the poverty line, with a weekly individual
income of less than $400.
While these statistics are overwhelming,
as a community, we can come together

to do something about it. We can ask our
leaders to take action to advance fairness in
Australia, and we can work together to raise
awareness and promote solutions.
This Anti-Poverty Week, we encourage
you to host an event, or join a local event
near you, by visiting www.antipovertyweek.
org.au.
Vicki Sutton, CEO, Melbourne City Mission and Jenny Davidson, CEO, Council of
Single Mothers and their Children
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Anti-Poverty Week: Working poor' families of
Perth call for help with mounting debt
1

October 15th, 2018, 09:30AM

Written by David Johns

Western Suburbs Weekly

Ill

0 Stock image.

A NEW class of working poor is beginning to emerge in WA, with

Ms Hunt said these people were "under-employed, or their wages or

newly-released debt figures showing thousands of families are

government support payments aren't keeping pace with the rising

struggling to make ends meet.

cost of living."

The data, released by Uniting Care West (UCW) ahead of Anti

"Changes to Federal welfare policy moving single parent households

Poverty Week this week, shows that in the six months to June 2018,

onto Newstart Allowance -which is completely inadequate -have

more than 3200 people across Perth turned to a financial

dramatically increased the number of children growing up in

counselling service to try to make ends meet.

entrenched poverty," she said.

Merriwa has emerged as the area with the highest total amount of

The figures also showed that clients who used financial counselling

debt, followed by Rockingham, Midland, Perth and Belmont.

services in this time owed a total amount of $318,434,366.

Joondalup, Success, Girrawheen and Fremantle also featured highly

"The rise of the 'working poor' continues to be a stark reminder of

on the list of areas with the most debt owed by clients.

just how easily any one of us can find ourselves at risk of poverty

The Financial Counselling Network is a partnership of community
service organisations and local governments that stretches across
the Perth metropolitan area, led by UCW and Anglicare WA.
UCW chief executive Amanda Hunt said regardless of the postcodes
in which people lived, financial stress and vulnerability could come
in an instant due to illness, relationship breakdowns or job losses,
Many of the 3219 people that approached the financial counselling
services in the six months to June fell into the category of 'working
poor'.

and why it's an issue we should all take a stand on," Ms Hunt said.
WHAT: Anti-Poverty Week
WHEN: October 14 to 20
WHERE: Across Perth
GET INVOLVED: antipovertyweek.org.au or via social media
#standagainstpoverty
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Young struggle to get
foothold in job market
LAUREN NOVAK
SOCIAL POLICY EDITOR
MORE than eight people are
applying for every entry-level
job advertised in South Australia and each year there are
fewer of these lower-skilled
roles on offer, new research
finds.
The number of entry-level
jobs advertised has fallen by
5 per cent over the past year
but the number of applicants
has risen 13 per cent, according
to the latest Anglicare Jobs
Availability Snapshot.
The report, released today,
warns the current job assistance system is failing those
stuck in poverty and recommends an inquiry into more effective models.
These could include radical

changes
to
guarantee
every person
either a basic
wage or a job
of some kind.
AnglicareSA
chief
executive
Peter Sandeman, pictured, said low-skilled,
entry-level jobs “are slowly disappearing and there aren’t
enough of them to reduce unemployment”.
The trend is influenced by
the decline in manufacturing
and growth in hi-tech industries. The Snapshot report calls
for an immediate increase to
the Newstart payment for jobseekers and argues the Federal
Government should move away
from penalising those with few

skills for being unable to find a
job in the tightening market.
“Simply put, forcing people
to look for jobs that simply
aren’t there is not helping,” it
says. “The current regime creates more hardship and suffering for people who are already
highly vulnerable and trying to
survive on government income
payments well below the poverty line.”
One option canvassed in the
Snapshot report is a Job Guarantee, or an assurance from the
Federal Government that every
person wanting to work could
be employed on the minimum
wage to provide services to
their community. These roles
could include assisting with
community art classes, participating in visitor schemes which
check on standards in care

homes, or Aboriginal communities taking care of land.
“The Job Guarantee provides
a buffer when employment
through the public or private
sector shrinks or expands, as it
would be expected that most
people would transition from a
Job Guarantee role into other
employment,” the report states.
Another option is a Universal Basic Income, a policy
trialled in countries including
Finland, Namibia, the Netherlands, India, Scotland, Kenya,
Canada, and the United States.
Every adult – employed or
not – would receive a basic
minimum income from the
government, flagged at around
$300 a week. The amount
would be higher if they were
unemployed and scaled down if
they earned income elsewhere.
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Anti-poverty week 2018: Mandurah community
advocate pushed for broader understanding

Local News

� A Peel resident for more than 41 years, Jim Mather has been support the city's most vulnerable for
the past 13 years as a member of Mandurah Vinnies. Photo: File image.

A Mandurah community advocate has pushed for broader understanding of
the causes and consequences of poverty during a national week aimed
at combating the issue.
A Peel resident for more than 41 years, Jim Mather has been supporting the
city's most vulnerable for the past 13 years as a member of
Mandurah Vinnies.
St Vincent de Paul Society's presence in Western Australia consists of more
than 3,500 volunteers and staff working in emergency relief and support in
financial crises.
Members are the core of Vinnies WA and a large part of the assistance
provided is through local groups known as 'conferences'.
As Mandurah conference president for the charity, Mr Mather was pleased
to show his support for Anti-Poverty Week 2018.
"St Vincent de Paul offers compassionate help for families seeking
assistance with most requests in Mandurah being for food, furniture and
clothing as well as help with bills," he said.
"Since January, the Mandurah Vinnies has assisted 2800 adults and their
dependants."
During Anti-Poverty Week, Vinnies aim is to highlight what poverty looks
like in a country as affluent as Australia.
Poverty is defined to exist when a household's income is so low that it
prevents them from having an acceptable standard of living with 13.3 per
cent of the Australian Population living below this poverty line, including
over 730,000 children.

How can you show your support?
To help people living below the poverty line:
• Visit vinnies.org.au if you know somebody that needs assistance or want
to learn more about Vinnies advocacy and services.
• Make a donation which ensures our volunteers have life changing
resources to help our most vulnerable people in need.
• Become a Vinnies volunteer and become an integral part of our
organisation by working together to make a difference to someone's
life.
• Promote Anti-Poverty Week on social media and use the social media
tiles available on the Vinnies website to help us educate Australians
about poverty in our country.
• Take part in an Anti-Poverty week activity or event by visiting
antipovertyweek.org.au.
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Big night out for Food Share
THREE events will raise
money for Bendigo Food
Share as part of Anti Poverty Week.
Matthew Rowlands organised the Bendigo’s Big Night
Out fundraisers after experiencing food poverty himself
while growing up.
“Because I had received
help from food share programs in the past, I saw Anti
Poverty Week was coming up
and wanted to be a part of it,”
Mr Rowlands said.
“So reached out to Bendigo Food Share who were
happy to be a part of it too.
“It’s also good that local
businesses will benefit, a local charity will benefit and local people who are going out
benefit by being involved.”
The Bendigo’s Big Night
Out Fundraisers will include
gold-coin donation trivia at
the One Tree Hill Hotel on

Thursday night at 7pm, a
Friday night event at Flight
Bar with Tom Harrington
and a Saturday night event
at Handle Bar with Rowands
and Chris DeAraugo playing.
Bendigo Food Share volunteers will speak at each
event with proceeds from
food and drink sold donated
to FoodShare.
“Every dollar donated to
Food Share goes to 16 meals,
so we’re aiming for $1000
which is 16,000 meals,” Mr
Rowlands said.
Find Bendigo’s Big Night
Out on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/bendigosbignightout for more details.
– CHRIS PEDLER

HOSTS: Flight Bar's Justin McPhail and Nick Horgan, Bendigo Food Share's Cathie
Steele, Handle Bar's Ben Norrie and organiser Matthew Rowlands.
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Anti-Poverty Week Darwin committee
member Hannah Heers is encouraging
Territorians to donate shoes to those in need
Picture: Katrina Bridgeford
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Call to
donate
shoes

ISABELLA HOOD

SHOES of all colours, shapes
and sizes are being sought by a
group of Darwin organisations
as part of an important initiative for Anti-Poverty Week.
Running from October
14-20, the week-long campaign will see a number of
‘shoe trees’ popping up around
Palmerston and Darwin, where
Territorians can drop off pairs
of preloved or new shoes,
which will then be donated to
those in need.
Anti-Poverty Week Darwin
committee member Hannah
Heers said now was the perfect opportunity for people to
clear out their wardrobes and
support the worthy cause.
“We’re hoping to collect as
many shoes as possible as part
of this wonderful event,” she
said.
With the Wet Season rains
fast approaching, Ms Heers
said it was vital that people
had access to adequate footwear to minimise health risks.
“Throughout the Wet Season months, people who are in
need and people who can’t

necessarily afford adequate
shoes are actually at risk of
Melioidosis so it’s important
we help as many Territorians
as possible through this campaign,” she explained.
Baptist Care/Foodbank NT
chief executive officer Paul
Avery echoed Ms Heers’ views,
and said the initiative was a
good chance for the general
public to come together and
help
h
l b
beat the
h issues off poverty
and hardship in the community. “With no shoes it is easier
for cuts and abrasions to happen and that then greatly increases the risk of Melioidosis
which has the potential to kill,
so shoes are an important
thing to have,” he said.
To find out more information about Anti-Poverty
Week, visit www.antipovertyweek.org.au.

We’re hoping
to collect as
many shoes as
possible
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Council offers a helping hand
Fundraiser to be held as
part of Anti-Poverty Week
Trish Bowman

Trish.Bowman@capnews.com.au

AIMING to highlight and
overcome issues of poverty
and hardship, Livingstone
Shire Council is inviting the
community to take part in a
fundraising event during
Anti-Poverty Week from
October 14-20.
The council will host a
donations stall at the
Community Centre gardens
in John St at Yeppoon from
11am-2pm on Friday,
October 19.
Residents can contribute
to the ICare Community
Project and Community
Centre community groups.
Community Development
Councillor Jan Kelly said the
inclusive event would also
feature a cake and plant
stall, free sausage sizzle and
a community groups garage
sale.
“We’re encouraging
residents to come along and
enjoy a fantastic morning in
the Community Centre
gardens while supporting
those in need by donating
essential items like
non-perishable food or men
and women’s personal
hygiene products,” Cr Kelly
said.
“We live in a beautiful
part of the world but sadly,
there are many people doing
it tough in our region.
Whether they are homeless,
living between homes,
struggling financially,
having difficult family
problems or relationship
issues, it’s important that
these people feel supported

during their most vulnerable
moments.
“I strongly encourage
anybody who can spare a
few items to come along to
this special event, to both
bring and buy to give back
to our residents who need it
most.”
Keppel Bay Sailing Club
CEO Julie Strudwick said
the ICare Community
Project was important for
members of the community
who need a helping hand
while still retaining their
dignity.
“ICare is an initiative that
the club takes very
seriously,’’ Ms Strudwick
said. “We have held multiple
events and functions to raise
awareness that we do have
people in our community
who are struggling for
various reasons.
“For the past two years,
our Pinefest Ambassador
entrants Tenielle Healy and
Shelby Newton have chosen
ICare as the charity they
wanted to raise funds for
because there are people in
our area struggling and
because we wanted to raise
awareness of the issue.
“This is an initiative that I
would encourage everyone
to become involved in and
the event on October 19 is a
fabulous way to show that
you do care.
“As a community, when
we all pitch in and offer a
helping hand we strengthen
our community as a whole.”
The centre also accepts

donations for other
programs connected to the
ICare Community Project
including Share the Dignity,
Alternative Learning
Spaces, Operations
Education and the Yeppoon
Salvation Army.
For those who can’t make
it on the day but wish to
donate can phone 4913 3840
or drop in to the Community
Centre during business
hours.
Donations that are
welcome include blankets,
non-perishable food items
and personal hygiene
products such as shampoo,
conditioner, deodorant, soap,
toothpaste and
toothbrushes.

c

When we
all pitch in
and offer a
helping hand we
strengthen our
community as a
whole
— Julie Strudwick

SUPPORTER: Shelby Newton.
PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED
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UNITED FRONT: Councillor Jan Kelly joins last year’s Pinefest Ambassador Tenielle Healy and council staff to highlight the needs
PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED
of others in our community.
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EXCLUSIVE Thousands more need food handouts to survive

THE HUNGER
PAINS
REBECCA DIGIROLAMO

THE number of South Australians surviving on food handouts
has surged to 117,260 every
month – more than doubling in
the past four years.
Of even greater concern is
40,000 are children, according
to the 2018 Foodbank Hunger
Report released today.

It found more than 117,00
people regularly seek emergency
food relief from not-for-profit
Foodbank SA and its more than
500 associated charities.
The figures equate to almost
seven per cent of South Australians, or one in every 15, going
hungry.
Regional and remote areas of
the state are the hardest hit and

experts say the statistics will
worsen should the impact of the
drought intensify.
The rise in need is highlighted
by the 6000 South Australians
who Foodbank had to turn away
in the past 12 months. The report
warns the State Government to
take heed of the “growing problem” of food insecurity.
CONTINUED PAGE 6

High cost of living leaves
thousands going hungry

FROM PAGE 1

Foodbank SA chief Greg Pattinson said the situation was “a
sad reality” that was just getting
worse.
“Hunger in the country is an
urgent issue that can’t be ignored,” he said.
“People living in regional
and remote areas are 33 per
cent more likely to experience
food insecurity than those living in cities.”
Mr Pattinson said even with
extra donated food, the current
demand in SA could not be met
with existing resources.
The South Australian Council of Social Service said it was
not surprised by the surge in
food relief services.
“It is shocking and unfortunate that people’s incomes have
not kept pace with increasing
costs of essentials, such as housing, electricity and other basics,” acting SACOSS boss Dr
Catherine Earl said.
“People are being forced to

make impossible decisions
about paying rent and electricity bills or putting food on
the table”.
The Sunday Mail Your Say
SA survey revealed that 43 pe
cent declared the cost of living
as one of the biggest issues fac
ing the state, with rising prices
increasing energy bills and
wage freezes hitting family bud
gets hard.
Foodbank SA recently re
ported it needed $4 million in
logistics and transport infra
structure to connect charitie
with both food producers and
retailers to keep up supply.
The organisation’s regional
branch manager, Lynne Neshoda, said the Mt Gambier warehouse and Foodhub provided
those in need with 152,000kg of
donated food in 2017-18 compared with 75,000kg the previous year.
“It’s not just the unemployed
and pensioners needing help,
it’s low-income families, too,

who are struggling to make
ends meet,” she said.
Ms Neshoda said high regional unemployment, job insecurity and low incomes –
together with the pressure of
transport and health costs because of distance – meant many
more people were going hungry. “Parents are going without
food to feed their children and
many more are skipping meals,”
she said.
Anti-Poverty Network SA
spokesman Pas Forgione said a
“perfect storm of factors” was
causing increased hardship.
“For many in our community, casual, insecure, or parttime work has become the
norm, leaving many people
with irregular, unstable, or too
few hours to cope with skyrocketing housing and energy prices,” he said.
“Many in paid work have
seen their wages stagnate for
the past few years, meaning that

every year there is greater stress
on their budget.”
The Anti-Poverty Network
and SACOSS are lobbying the
Federal and State governments
for a boost to Newstart.
“For the unemployed, in particular, relying on the Newstart
Allowance, which is $160 per
week below the poverty line,
means stories of dumpster-diving, skipping meals, or going
without to prioritise kids or pets
are becoming more and more
common,” Mr Forgione said.
Human Services Minister
Michelle Lensink said the State
Government had provided SA’s
food-relief sector with more
than $800,000 in funding over
the past three years for its “invaluable work providing people
who may be experiencing crisis
with access to emergency food
relief”.
She said Foodbank would receive $440,000 over the next
two years, with an extra
$60,000 for Foodhub in Port
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
age number of South Australians
ring food insecurity per month:
117,260 (up 14% from previous year)
102,718 (up 21%)
84,847 (up 47%)
57,680
18: Increase from 57,680 to 117,260
03 % or 59,580 more people)
Source: Foodbank Hunger reports

STRUGGLE: Single mums Hannah and Beck, who often go hungry to feed their children, with Food Hub manager Lynn
y families are struggling to make ends meet.
Picture: TAIT SCHMAAL
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Anti-Poverty Week: HAND helps homeless
people across northern suburbs
October 15th, 2018, 12:06PM

Written by Lucy Jarvis

North Coast Times

11111

0 HAND founder Tanya Cairns provides toiletries, food and essentials to people who are homeless. Picture: Martin Kennealey
A SUPPORT group for people who are homeless, or at risk of becoming so, has
grown to help hundreds of people over the past four years.
Merriwa resident Tanya Cairns started HAND (Homeless, At risk, Needy,
Disadvantaged) in 2014 to provide people with toiletries, food packs and
swags or sleeping bags to help them survive while living on the streets, in
parks or in the bush.
Ms Cairns said her clientele list was nearly up to 300, including 15 struggling
families in the 6030 postcode area -which includes Merriwa, Clarkson,
Ridgewood, Quinns Rocks and Mindarie.
"We've got several families that are on the poverty line," she said.
"It's really sad to see that people have got that far; it's something that
shouldn't exist but unfortunately it does."
Ms Cairns said the HAND outreach service helped connect people with other
services and helped families in need plan a budget.
She said the group was dealing with homelessness at a grassroots level
across the northern suburbs -from Hillarys to Two Rocks to Midland and
Ellenbrook.
Every Friday, she is based at the Salvation Army Merriwa, on Jenolan Way from
9am to 1pm for assessments, and people do not need healthcare cards to see
her.
Ms Cairns has also set up a drug action team with MercyCare at the Merriwa
Community Hub on Lansdowne Place.
After running out of space to store donations at her home, Ms

Cairns relocated to a premises with a shed earlier this year, and the groups
also has a mobile trailer to help distribute donations.
HAND has also set up a safe car park system to let people living in their cars
know where they can stay overnight.
For more information or help, call 0414 682 269 or visit www.handnor.com .

HAND founder and president Tanya Cairns (Merriwa) with Zara in the
storage shed for the charity's supplies. Picture: Martin Kennealey
Anti-Poverty Week
THE City of Wanneroo has highlighted the extent of poverty and hardship for
Anti-Poverty Week, which runs until October 20.
A statement said poverty and severe hardship affected more than a million
Australians, and around the world more than a billion people were
desperately poor.
It said many different factors influenced poverty in the community, such as a
lack of employment and regular income, low levels of education, health
issues and housing costs.
Access to affordable community services such as financial counselling, rent
assistance and food relief, is an important element in preventing poverty.
Mayor Tracey Roberts said the City worked closely with its local government
neighbours, various charities and community services to provide support to
those dealing with poverty within the community.
"During Homelessness Week this year, the cities of Wanneroo and Joondalup
worked in partnership to host 'In the Blink of an Eye', an event aimed at
reducing the negative stigma around homelessness," she said.
"The response to this event was very positive and resulted in a number of
attendees offering to volunteer their time to assist those that are
disadvantaged within their local community."
Visit a City of Wanneroo community centre or library or the City's website to
learn about available local hardship support services.
The City encouraged residents to host or take part in local antipoverty
activities during Anti-Poverty Week.
Visit antipoverty.org.au for more information.
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The high cost of renting
THE Coast’s lack of affordable rental accommodation
is a key driver of household
poverty and homelessness,
and the situation is unlikely
to improve until more housing is available for people on
lower incomes.
This stark assessment by
St Vincent de Paul Society’s
North Coast executive officer
Michael Timbrell comes
at the start of Anti-Poverty
Week, October 14-20, a time
to reflect on some of the
greatest challenges facing
our area.
“On the North Coast, every
Local Government Area
(LGA) has a child poverty
rate of about 20 per cent, with
a total of more than 80,000
people experiencing poverty,
and a further 38,500 being at
risk of it,” Mr Timbrell said.
“Rental affordability is a
chronic problem, leaving
many people homeless or
on the verge of homelessness. The recent Affordable
Housing Income Gap report
produced by Compass Housing Services showed that five
of the six most unaffordable
LGAs for rentals in regional
NSW are in the North Coast
and Mid North Coast.
“The least affordable area was Byron Shire where
median rent was $590 per
week. The weekly household
income required to cover
this rent without experiencing housing stress – defined
as more than one-third of
household income – was
$1967, whereas actual median income was only $1218.

This means 48 per cent of income is needed to cover the
median rent.”
The
other
North
Coast LGAs facing rental
stress were:
■ Ballina ($450 pw median
rent, $1500 pw required
household income, $1022
median household income,
44% of income required to
pay median rent)
■ Clarence Valley ($350
$1167, $907, 39%)
■ Tweed Shire ($430, $1433,
$1182, 36%)
■ Coffs Harbour ($395, $1317,
$1125, 35%), and;
■ Port Macquarie ($390,
$1300, $1148, 34%)

“This means a high number of renters are facing
housing insecurity, even
homelessness,” Mr Timbrell said.
“We do our best to help but
rent takes a large slice of their
budget, and without a secure
home many households are
extremely vulnerable.
“In this Anti-Poverty Week
we join with like-minded
organisations to advocate for
measures by government.”

‘‘

St Vincent de Paul Society support
centres see many people who are at
risk of falling through the net.
Michael Timbrell
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Kempsey Vinnies volunteers Ruth Usher, Sandra Peters, Maria
Cremona, Maree Mavin, Maree Bielby, Maree Donaldson and Maree
Mowle. Photo: Supplied
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Jobs boom a myth for some

One group is bearing
the brunt of a
changing economy,
writes Kasy
Chambers.

W

ork in Australia is
changing.
People are working
longer and retiring
later. Some do this
because they want to, but most do it
because they have to.
Work is becoming more casual. For
the ﬁrst time, less than half of all
Australians are in full-time work.
About one in four is working casually.
And as the economy changes, some
jobs are disappearing altogether.
One group is bearing the brunt of
these changes more than any other –
people looking for low-skilled, entrylevel jobs. Anglicare Australia’s Jobs
Availability Snapshot, released on
Thursday, shows what the job market
is really like for this group. These are
people who are looking for work, but
who might not have education or
recent work experience.
Our research shows two clear
trends. First, low-skilled jobs have
been drying up. The government’s
own ﬁgures show that they have
halved as a percentage of job
advertisements since 2006. At the
same time more and more jobs are
being aimed at people with advanced
skills. In the month of our snapshot,
39 per cent of vacancies called for a
degree or at least ﬁve years’ work
experience.
And second, there are just not
enough of these jobs for those who
need them. We found that for every
low-skilled job at the entry level, there
are at least four jobseekers who might
be competing for them.
As always, some parts of the
country fare worse than others. The

situation is especially tough in South
Australia and Tasmania as they face
major economic changes. In South
Australia, eight of these jobseekers
are competing for each suitable job.
And in Tasmania, there are a
staggering twelve jobseekers for each
suitable job.
This might seem overwhelming, but
these numbers are conservative. The
people who need these jobs the most

often ﬁnd themselves competing with
recent graduates, retrenched
workers, and other candidates who
apply for positions below their skill
level.
Put simply, this problem is even
worse than it looks.
These are the people being left out
of the story we’re being told about jobs
in Australia – that we’re in the middle
of a jobs boom, and that the inability to
ﬁnd a job is an individual failure
instead of a structural one.
Skilled workers have more options.
But for those without work
experience, education, or the longterm unemployed, the picture is dark.
Glumly, those who do ﬁnd a job can end
up in roles that don’t meet their needs.
We found that 1.13 million people were
underemployed – almost one in 10
people in the workforce.
Perhaps more than anything, the
research shows that our endless wave
of welfare crackdowns has failed.
Harsh changes to the safety net over
the past 20 years, new barriers to
young people accessing Newstart, and
the growth of the Work for the Dole
program have done nothing but hurt
people who are looking for work.
If the deﬁnition of insanity is doing
the same thing over and over
expecting different results, then our
obsession with welfare crackdowns
has become pathological. Just this
year Parliament created a demerit
system for Centrelink recipients and
began forcing people to run down their
savings before they can get help.
This will trap people in poverty

instead of helping them into work – but
considering revelations that some in
government wanted to end payments
for people under 30 altogether,
perhaps we shouldn’t be surprised.
We must stop forcing people onto an
endless hamster wheel of job
searching, competing for jobs that just
aren’t there. If we’re serious about
helping people, we need to raise the

rate of Newstart and Youth
Allowance. People looking for work
should not be trapped in poverty while
they search for a job, and current rates
are so low that they are a barrier to
landing a job in and of themselves.
We also need to ﬁx Australia’s
broken employment services system.
By any measure the beleaguered
Jobactive network is failing, taking an
average of ﬁve years to ﬁnd work for
those who need the most help. Instead
we should move towards a tailored
approach for each person.
This means working in partnership
with people taking into account their
situation, strengths and goals. It
means helping people ﬁnd the right
training programs and jobs for them.
And it means supporting them to stay
in work – something our current
system is failing to do.
This government likes to say that
the best form of welfare is a job.
If that’s true, then it behoves us to
make sure the jobs are actually there
for the people who need them most.
Kasy Chambers is the executive director
of Anglicare Australia.

For the first time, less
than half of all
Australians are in fulltime work.
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Harsh changes to
the safety net over
the past 20 years,
new barriers to
young people
accessing Newstart,
and the growth of
the Work for the
Dole program have
done nothing but
hurt people who are
looking for work.
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Single mothers deserve so much more than
the financial struggles they're facing

A recent study of 1100 single mothers in Australia found just over half are earning less than
$40,000 a year, including 19% with less than $20,000. Almost half of the 25% of respondents
reported working full time said they had difficulties meeting general living costs
Jenny Davidson, the CEO of Council of Single Mothers and their Children which ran the
survey, shares more on the financial realities facing single mothers, in line with Anti-Poverty
Week.
Earlier this week, ACOSS released their Poverty in Australia 2018 Re�t, with data indicating
once again that sole parent families have the highest poverty rate of all family types in
Australia, with a massive 32% of such families living below the poverty line (measured based
on 50% of medium income).
Indeed, poverty in sole parent families is at levels significantly higher than single people,
couples or couple families of any age, and has been throughout the past 25 years of economic
growth in Australia.
The ACOSS Report clearly defines the sources of this poverty: moving single parents from
Parenting Payment Single to the lower Newstart Allowance when their youngest child is 8 is
driving poverty, as is having only one wage to cover the ever-increasing costs of living in
Australia.

"A major source of child poverty js the hjgh
poverty rate (32%) among sole parent famj]jes,
who must generally rely on a sfogle focome."
ACOSS Poverty jn Australfa 2018 Report
What the report fails to do is to provide a true insight into the gendered make up of "sole parent
families".
Eighty one per cent of single parent families are headed by a single mother - the vast majority,
as the report fleetingly describes, in the section dedicated to gender.
Women head 765,000 families in Australia, and about 245,000 women and their children are
living in acute poverty. It is amongst single, female led families that we see the greatest

feminisation of poverty in Australia, and the confluence of unpaid caring work, the pay gap and
paternalistic government policies. Indeed, the issue is spread across single mothers in most
income brackets, who are working, scrimping and going hungry to try to provide for their
children on a single income.
In September and October, the Council of Single Mothers and their Children undertook at
national survey of single mothers to get a better sense of the financial security of singles
mothers, with over 11 00 respondents.
While just over half are earning less than $40,000 per year, including 19% with a disturbingly
low income of less than $20,000, there is a stark story to be told by those women who are
working, are living above the poverty line, and yet are barely making ends meet.
Twenty five per cent of our survey respondents reported they are working full time, and of
these, almost half had difficulties meeting their general living costs in the past 12 months.
Seventy nine per cent of these full-time employed single mothers are concerned or very
concerned about their current financial wellbeing, and 87% are concerned or very concerned
about their longer-term financial wellbeing.
We know the issues these mothers are concerned about - limited superannuation due to time
out of the workforce or working part-time caring for children; no ability to save for a deposit to
enter the housing market, and other issues. These women are on a trajectory to join the
increasing numbers of older, single women facing homelessness.
Right now, however, these women's primary concern is providing for their children.
We know that for many, this is entirely up to them, as demonstrated by the unpaid child support
debt in Australia of $1.2 billion - that largely represents men defaulting on the costs of raising
their children. This figure is hugely understated, as is only includes those families on the books
of the Child Support Agency; a good number of families have private arrangements for the
transfer of child support, which the government blithely assumes is paid in full.
As one survey respondent told us on the impact of a shortage of money:

"We have no insurance, house, care personal,
health... none. We go without dental care. There
is always stress, sometimes it makes me
physically vomit I get so stressed about how to
pay and do everything. We don't eat healthy
nutritious meals every night, some meals are
replaced with toast or noodles, to stretch out
the food."
There's a mathematical rationale to this: for a two-parent family, there are 48 hours in any day
in which to work, care, parent and rest. In a single parent family, there are only 24 hours to do
all those things - work, run a home, parent, ferry kids around and sleep. You can guess which
is the first thing to go: sleep, along with any hope of having your own life.
For Anti-Poverty Week this year, Council of Single Mothers and their Children held an event
called "Solutions to the entrenched poverty of single mother families". While we didn't entirely
solve the issue in two hours, many solutions were proposed, some new - such as shifting the
meaning of money - others well known, like valuing the unpaid work of parents and carers.
Indeed, the issues that affect single mothers do not affect them in isolation: single mothers
need permanent part-time jobs that flt with their family responsibilities, as do other parents,
carers and the growing demographic caring for aging parents. Single parents need more
assistance with the costs of education, such as free public transportation and access to
extracurricular activities, as do other Health Care Card holders.
One suggestion was that we need a public backlash to make real change happen, and we
agree' Single mothers are invaluable members of our community who are raising great kids.
They are working hard to provide a good life for their children and they deserve more than
grinding poverty and a compromised future for themselves and their children.
Council of Single Mothers and their Children are mobilising single mothers and their allies to
take actions, small and large, to achieve a society where single mother families are valued and
treated equally and fairly. Join us 1
JENNY DAVIDSON
Jenny Davidson is Victorian Co-Chair of Anti-Poverty Week and CEO of Council of Single Mothers and
their Children, a non-profit orQanisation founded in 1969 by sinQle mothers to champion the voices and

Adelaide's independent news
You can't age well when you're living in poverty
OPINION
Many South Australians are facing poverty as they grow older due to a combination of stagnant
social support, increasing cost of living and ageism-induced unemployment.

"As the pension age gets pushed out, more
people must rely on a manifestly inadequate
Newstart payment for long periods."
Physical preparation, including in middle age,
is now well and truly associated
with ageing well. There is an abundance of
evidence to suggest that tackling obesity,
improving diet, increasing physical activity
and so on will pay dividends as we age, staving
off chronic disease and offering better
protection against other conditions.
What we have been much less alert to is the
very real risk that poverty poses for signiﬁcant
numbers of older people in South Australia.
Poverty sits across the turnstile to ageing well,
blocking access. It is high time we paid it
similar attention.

Inequality is growing across the developed
world including in Australia but it is in
older age that poverty bites hardest. For
many older people, it is completely
unexpected and very frightening. It
impacts the very fundamentals of life –
work, housing, income and health.
The older people who call South Australia
home are far from homogeneous. We are
enormously diverse in terms of culture,
health, income, wealth, location, sexuality,
attitudes and priorities.
While an increasing number of South
Australians want and need to work into
their 60s and beyond, widespread
workplace age discrimination means only
one-third of people aged over 55
participate in the workforce. Unemployed
older job seekers take twice as long as
other age groups to ﬁnd work, especially
those looking for so-called “low skilled”
work.

This cruelly and prematurely ends many older
workers’ opportunities to improve their ﬁnancial
circumstances before the opportunity to earn a
wage closes off altogether. People spend down the
resources they would otherwise set aside for their
older age and are often left with their ﬁnancial
resources, resilience and conﬁdence at rock
bottom.
As the pension age gets pushed out, more people
must rely on a manifestly inadequate Newstart
payment for long periods. While unemployment
often is considered temporary, for an increasing
number of older workers subjected to ageism it
can last for more than a decade and ﬁnish only
when they become eligible for the age pension.
People thus arrive at age pension eligibility
without superannuation, without owning a home
and with no opportunity to top up or create any
reserves for what lies ahead. By any measure, this
group of people is in entrenched and unrelenting
poverty.
The age pension is very low by OECD standards,
a fact that has been masked in the past by high
rates of home ownership among older people
and, in the absence of home ownership, good
access to public housing. However, rates of home
ownership are falling fast among older people. In
addition, we have only about 50 per cent of
previous levels of public housing stock available,
with access reserved to those in dire
circumstances related to domestic violence or
poor mental health. The age pension is not
adequate to cover private rental, nor is it enough
to cover substantial residual mortgage
repayments.
Fixed and low incomes – including the age
pension – make it very difﬁcult for people to
build a buffer against volatile costs such as we
have seen with energy prices and the emergence
of a series of small but telling co-payments, fees
and new requirements for living such as digital
access.
Many people who become poor as they age are
women. Their ﬁnancial circumstances are
adversely affected by lower lifetime wages
(women earn on average 18 per cent less than
men for the same jobs), time either

out of work or in reduced hours to care for
children and, increasingly, parents and
grandparents, and long periods of
unemployment or underemployment
particularly in their 50s and 60s.
There are also particular pressures for the 26
per cent of older South Australians who live
outside the metropolitan area. These people
often live in communities with signiﬁcantly
higher age proﬁles, reduced family support
(many families have become more mobile to
ﬁnd work), and diminishing banking, retail,
health and transport services. Options to
control costs while accessing essential services
are very limited.
So what needs to happen to reduce the
ﬁnancial hardship for many older South
Australians?
First and foremost, the current Newstart
payment of $490 a fortnight needs to be
increased, and COTA SA strongly supports the
national campaign to add $75 per week to
these payments.
We also need to pay attention to the housing
needs of older people and address the growing
shortage of low cost, appropriate and secure
housing.
We must overturn ageism, particularly in the
workplace, and improve the employment
outcomes for older jobseekers.
We must ensure that Anti-Poverty Week alerts
South Australians to older members of our
community who often suffer silently, forgoing
heating and cooling, health services and social
activities just to make rent each week.
If we are serious about ageing well, we must
take tangible steps to address the very real
needs of older people who cannot age well
because of poverty and hardship.
Jane Mussared is the chief executive of COTA
SA – the peak body representing older South
Australians.
This week is Anti-Poverty Week.
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Supporting
people
through
tough times
Sarah is a 27 year old stay at home Darwin mum
Picture: SUPPLIED

INDIVIDUALS, families and
children are affected every day
by financial hardship and poverty.
The impacts of poverty are
broad and can affect housing,
health, education, relationships, mental health and access
to services.
“Anti-Poverty Week encourages us to reflect on how
people in our community cope
in the face of financial hardship. We also need to focus on
practical solutions,” said Anglicare NT CEO Dave Pugh.
“Anglicare NT services assist individuals, families and
young people who are at risk of
homelessness or need help to
manage debts. We provide support programs for children and
young people, financial counselling services, low interest
loans and second-hand shops
that sell affordable clothing

and homewares.”
“When people are relying
on a low income to feed, clothe
and house themselves and their
family, every dollar counts.”
Through the Money Matters service, Anglicare NT empowers people to take control
of their finances. Sarah, a 27
year old stay at home mum
from Darwin says the service
helped turn her life around.
“Coming to Anglicare NT
was a jump-start in life for me.
If I hadn’t got help, I would
probably be in the same situation I was before”, said Sarah.
When she first sought assistance from Anglicare NT,
Sarah was pregnant with
twins and wanted to purchase
her first car so she could travel
to her antenatal appointments.
“I’d been declined a few
times for finance through car
yards and other places and it

came to the point where I was
pretty desperate to find a car,”
said Sarah.
“I rang around and talked to
a Money Matters case worker
from Anglicare NT. She helped
me get together my ID and
then we sat down and she
helped me do up a budget and
ordered a credit history check.”
Unbeknown to Sarah, it was
a series of small contracts that
she had entered into when she
was younger that were preventing her from getting finance.
“I was young and I didn’t
fully understand the contracts
at the time and they didn’t explain them to me properly. For
one contract I ended up paying
over $800 over four years for
six photos,” said Sarah.
Anglicare NT helped Sarah

get her finances back in order
and taught her how to budget
and be aware of the fine print.
They also helped her get a loan
to buy the much-needed car.
“It was amazing. I didn’t
have to catch the bus anymore!
I’ve learnt a lot.”
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ANTI-POVERTY WEEK
Children had a fun time and families received
plenty of information as Centacare Ceduna
hosted a family fun day at the Ceduna Memorial
Hall earlier this month to raise awareness for
Anti-Poverty Week. Pictures: Luca Cetta

FACE PAINTING: Myles Elefsen is having his face
painted by Leanne Breede.

GREAT TIME: Bo Warmington and Maisie
Hoffrichter enjoying themselves at the family fun
day.

SMILE: Jack Lane is busy working on another of
his artistic creations.

NUTRITION: Helen Walker with fruits and
vegetables donated by Foodbank which were
available to take.

SEED: Jack Kasper is getting his own tomato
seeds for planting from Shawanah Pickett and
Carmen Fricker at the Red Cross stall.
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Waiting list for the
good life

Yi

t

Government action to reduce poverty will
make Tasmanians richer — financially and
in other ways, explains Kym Goodes

P

OVERTY is not
inevitable. It exists in
Tasmania today only
because its lack of visibility
and an entrenched lack of
political will.
For many Tasmanians,
poverty is out of sight and very
far away. And in our state with
its growing economy and the
warm sense of optimism and
pride in the air it’s easy to
forget that not everyone is
sharing in the current bounty,
modest though it may be.
Poverty is not in their
neighbourhood, so they have
little sense of what it means.
And would they even
recognise it if it did move in?
Poverty is not making
headline news in the same way
as hospital waiting lists,
ambulance ramping or people
waiting in their cars in traffic.
Yes, there’s the occasional
glimpse: images of people
without a place to call home
forced to sleep rough, our
charities appealing for more
funding to provide food for
families who are hungry.
But day-to-day, poverty is
not on most people’s radar, not
discussed at the soccer match
sideline or mulled over at the
family BBQ, so it’s not on the
political agenda either.

Instead we are focused on
the things we know matter to
us directly: health, education,
transport, power costs and the
price of petrol and food.
We are busy living our good
life — and relying on our
government to set priorities
and make choices to ensure
we, our families and friends
continue to enjoy that good
life.
Meanwhile, more than
120,000 Tasmanians are on a
waiting list that we don’t read
about in the headlines:
120,000 Tasmanians who live
below the poverty line are on a
waiting list to live a good life.
And it’s not just adults.
Nearly one in six, 15.8 per cent,
of Tasmania’s children are
waiting for the opportunity to
These Tasmanians are also
on the waiting list for social
housing.
They are also on the
waiting list for elective
surgery.
But first and foremost, they
are on the waiting list for a life
that is more than just getting
by, a life that is good.
Entrenched poverty,
handed down through
generations, is very personal.
Days lived in poverty are long

and tough for our fellow
Tasmanians.
Poverty puts them on a
waiting list for less pain, on a
waiting list to stop the
relentless worrying that comes
from not knowing what they
will feed their families
tomorrow and from having no
control over what happens in
their lives and lives of their
children. And this impacts the
lives of all Tasmanians.
Tasmanians have a crisis in
their health system that affects
us all because we have failed
over successive governments
of every stripe to address
many of the structural causes
— with poverty chief among
them.
The cycle of poverty is
vicious and its impact hard
felt.
If you cannot afford a
healthy lifestyle, good food, a
comfortable, well heated
house to shelter you during a
Tasmanian winter, you will
struggle to access education
and training to assist you to
get a job and gain the skills
that lead to economic
independence.
Your health will also suffer.
And not just your own
health, but the health of the
system that supports it.

Tasmania is attempting to
manage these crises, in health,
in housing, in child safety, but
we are not directly attempting
to address the structural
causes.
By failing to do this we
choose to consign the 120,000plus Tasmanians (23.6 per
cent, nearly a quarter, of our
island’s population) to staying
on the waiting list, where the
relentlessness of poverty
grinds people down and
disadvantage is perpetuated
for generations.
By any measure —
emotional, political, financial
— Tasmania and Tasmanians
cannot continue to endure
that.
The realisation that poverty
can be in your own
community should be enough
to galvanise us into action.
Poverty is not an intractable
mystery.
It is solvable with budget
decision-making that ensures
good policy. But this solution
requires all tiers of
government to make new
choices, and our community
compelling them to do so.
There is a degree of
enlightened self-interest
needed to bring about this
change, along with the
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selflessness we see
demonstrated by Tasmanians
every day in their care and
concern for people in need.
Once Tasmanians and their
government representatives
realise that the elimination of
poverty benefits not just those
most in need, but the entire
community and the state’s
finances, the political pressure
for change should be
irresistible.
What stands in the way is the
short-term view driven by
the electoral cycle. This view
must be reset so priorities are
shifted and we can mobilise a
whole-of-government attack
on entrenched poverty that
will result in better lives for us
all.
Every tier of government
and every government
department has a role to play
in framing anti-poverty policy
and budgets in fields as diverse
as employment, health,
education, transport, justice,
economic growth, the arts,
sport, and infrastructure.
Every one of these sectors can
make a difference.
And those outside
government who traditionally
influence those policy
settings, often only for their
own ends, must join them.
Business will be a
beneficiary if we attack the
structural causes of poverty.
When poverty’s hold is
weakened, Tasmania will
have a better educated, more
highly trained and healthy

workforce; there will be more
spending power in the
community, there will be more
people paying taxes and more
revenue for government.
Importantly, numbers on
Tasmania’s most shameful
waiting list will dwindle. The
120,000 Tasmanians living
with us on this island will be
freed from the burdens of
inequality and disadvantage to
have the same opportunity as
you to enjoy a good life on our
beautiful island home.
* The benchmark for the
adequacy of household
incomes is set by comparing
them with middle or median
incomes, and calculating how
many people fall below a
benchmark set at 50 per cent
or 60 per cent of the median.
We have used 60 per cent
which is the appropriate level
for wealthy countries. This
approach means the poverty
lines rise or fall in accordance
with changes in median
income (including wages and
any government benefits).
That is, the poverty lines aim
to measure living standards
relative to those enjoyed by
“middle Australia”.
Kym Goodes is chief executive
of TasCOSS, the Tasmanian
Council of Social Service.
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Poverty stress reality shocking
HAVE you ever thought
about whether you could
live below the poverty line?
Taking up the challenge
in Anti-Poverty Week, October 14-20, Barnardos
Auburn Children’s Family
*LU[YL Z[HɈ PTHNPULK SP]ing on Youth Allowance for
a week.
After the Transitional Accommodation Program unit
created a display at the
JLU[YL [OL Z[HɈ WVUKLYLK
[OLKPɉJ\S[PLZVMSP]PUN^P[O

ZHPK!¸0MLLSYLHSS`S\JR`[OH[
I can live with my parents
because I know with all the
everyday expenses needed, it would be extremely
KPɉJ\S[[VZ[YL[JO[OLTVUKPɉ S[ [ [ [ O [O
ey to last on my own.”
Transitional
Accommodation Program Manager
:VU`H 3H^SLY ZHPK! ¸;OL
reality is that young peoWSL VU *LU[YLSPUR ILULÄ[Z
JV\SK UV[ HɈVYK [V SP]L PU
Auburn, or in most parts of
Sydney due to the high cost

just $15 a week to spend on
lunches.
That’s no takeaway coffee, lunch out and any of
those special treats or dietary requirements we normally take for granted - all
^V\SKILVɈ[OLTLU\
In response to the challenge, one member of
Z[HɈ ZHPK! ¸;OLYL»Z UV ^H`
I could buy lunches for the
^LLR^P[OVUS` 0[»ZUV[
really enough money.”

of rent, let alone other living
expenses.
¸;OPZ L_WSHPUZ ^O` THU`
young people have to move
away from family and community, live in very overcrowed situations or in
places that are unsafe and
very insecure. This puts
them at high risk of homelessness.”
For more info on programs
HUKZ\WWVY[VɈLYLKI`[OL
centre, visit barnardos.org.
au

(UV[OLY Z[HɈ TLTILY

☐ Barnardos Auburn’s Kinship Care Program Team Leader Debra Nelson and Transitional Accommodation Program
Manager Sonya Lawler in front of the display to create awareness during Anti-Poverty Week.
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Child poverty continuing to
increase at unacceptable level
6XEXUEVLQDQGDURXQG&DQQLQJWRQZLOO
DFWDVKXEVLQDFRQFHUWHGHIIRUWWRHQG
KRPHOHVVQHVVWKLV1DWLRQDO$QWL3RYHU
W\:HHN
7KH\HDUO\HYHQWZKLFKUXQVIURP2F
tober 14 to 20, sees organisations from
DFURVV WKH FRXQWU\ JDOYDQLVH WR KDP
mer home the message of poverty and
KRPHOHVVQHVVDQGMXVWKRZPDQ\$XV
WUDOLDQVDUHDIIHFWHGE\LW
Cannington-based organisation ComPXQLFDUHUHJXODUO\UXQVDZLGHUDQJLQJ
DQGHIIHFWLYHFDPSDLJQDQGWKLV\HDULV
no different, as homelessness remains a
JHQXLQHSUREOHPRQ3HUWKVWUHHWV
&RPPXQLFDUH H[HFXWLYH GLUHFWRU 'D
YLG&DLQLVFRFKDLUIRUWKLV\HDU¶V$QWL
3RYHUW\ :HHN D SRVLWLRQ WKDW UHÀHFWV
WKH DPRXQW RI ZRUN WKH RUJDQLVDWLRQ
GRHVLQWKHVHFWRU
³2YHU UHFHQW PRQWKV , KDYH KDG WKH
RSSRUWXQLW\ RI EHLQJ WKH VWDWH FRFKDLU
IRU $QWL3RYHUW\ :HHN DORQJVLGH -R
6DGOHU6WDWH'LUHFWRU0LVVLRQ$XVWUDO
LD´KHVDLG
³&RFKDLULQJWKHFRPPLWWHHLVDGHP
RQVWUDWLRQ RI RXU RUJDQLVDWLRQDO FRP
PLWPHQW WR EULQJ JUHDWHU DZDUHQHVV WR
WKHLVVXHDQGFRQVHTXHQFHVRISRYHUW\´
7KLV\HDU¶V$QWL3RYHUW\:HHNKDVXQ
fortunately seen rates of homelessness,
GRPHVWLF YLROHQFH DQG RWKHU V\PSWR
PDWLFLVVXHVULVH
0U&DLQVDLGWKLVLVHYHQPRUHUHDVRQ
for ordinary residents to do something
H[WUDRUGLQDU\WKLVZHHN
³3RYHUW\LQ$XVWUDOLDUHPDLQVDQLVVXH
RIPDMRUFRQFHUQ´KHVDLG
³,Q:$RXUIRFXVWKLV\HDULVRQWKHLP
SDFWVRISRYHUW\RQFKLOGUHQDQG\RXQJ
SHRSOH³7KLVLVHVSHFLDOO\UHOHYDQWWR
RXURUJDQLVDWLRQDVZHDUHGHHSO\FRP

mitted to improving the life opportuniWLHV IRU YXOQHUDEOH FKLOGUHQ DQG \RXQJ
SHRSOH
³3RYHUW\ LPSDFWV QRW RQO\ WKH DGXOWV
RI WRGD\ EXW WKH DGXOWV RI WRPRUURZ
³5HVHDUFK FRQGXFWHG E\ :$&266 LQ
GLFDWHVWKDWFKLOGSRYHUW\LVFRQWLQXLQJ
WRLQFUHDVHLQ$XVWUDOLDZLWKRI
FKLOGUHQJURZLQJXSLQSRYHUW\LQ
³7KLVLVFRPSOHWHO\XQDFFHSWDEOH´
'XULQJ WKH ZHHN &RPPXQLFDUH ZLOO
KROGDPRUQLQJWHDZLWKDOOVWDIIWRKHOS
UDLVH DZDUHQHVV DQG XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI
WKLVLPSRUWDQWLVVXHDFURVVWKHRUJDQLVD
WLRQ
/HVV RI D VSHFLDO HYHQW DQG PRUH RI
a meet-and-greet, the tea offers people
WKHRSSRUWXQLW\WRVHHZKDWWKHRUJDQL
VDWLRQGRHVRQDGDLO\EDVLV
0U &DLQ VDLG WKLV ZHHN LQ SDUWLFXODU
DOORZVRUJDQLVDWLRQVOLNH&RPPXQLFDUH
WKHVSRWOLJKWZKLFKLQWXUQJLYHVWKHPD
FKDQFHWRUHPLQGHYHU\RQHRIWKHWUDJ
HG\RISRYHUW\
³&KLOGUHQJURZLQJXSLQSRYHUW\PLVV
RXWRQVFKRROH[FXUVLRQVELUWKGD\SDU
WLHV H[WUDFXUULFXODU DFWLYLWLHV DQG QHZ
VFKRROXQLIRUPVDQGERRNV´KHVDLG
³7KH\ H[SHULHQFH LQVXI¿FLHQW GDLO\
PHDOVLQDGHTXDWHQXWULWLRQODFNRIFRQ
¿GHQFHDQGLUUHJXODUKHDOWKFKHFNXSV
³7KH\ PLVV RXW RQ JDLQLQJ TXDOLW\
HGXFDWLRQ
“Their life opportunities diminish performing poorly on a range of health, soFLDODQGHFRQRPLFLQGLFDWRUVLQWRDGXOW
KRRG
³7KLVZHHNLVDQLPSRUWDQWWLPHWRUH
PLQGSHRSOHRIWKDW´
*RWRWKH&RPPXQLFDUHDQG$QWL3RY
HUW\ :HHN ZHEVLWHV IRU PRUH LQIRUPD
WLRQ
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