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Activities during Anti-Poverty Week 2019 that 

focused on Newstart – increasing understanding  

and taking action collectively 

(see also APW 2019 Media Summary). 

https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/APW2019Media-2.pdf
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Getting the message out that increasing Newstart is the most 

effective solution to reducing poverty in Australia 

 

 Anti-Poverty Week publishes Poverty and Newstart Fast Fact, July 2019. 
 

 Two national research reports released: Foodbank’s 2019 Hunger Report on Sunday 13th 
October and Anglicare Australia’s 2019 Jobs Availability Snapshot on Wednesday 16th (both 
with State/Territory data break downs and recommendations including Raise the Rate of 
Newstart.) 

 One major State poverty research report was released: ‘Mapping Economic Disadvantage 
in NSW’ report undertaken by NCOSS in conjunction with the National Centre for Social and 
Economic Modelling (NATSEM). Includes interactive maps and recommendation to raise the 
rate of Newstart as a solution to poverty and disadvantage in NSW.  

Reaching out to Influencers and Decision-Makers – action by APW secretariat 

 Submission #25 to Senate Inquiry into Adequacy of Newstart, 13 September. 

 
 Toni Wren, ED Anti-Poverty Week met with Greens Senator Siewert, 17 September. 

 
 Email letter from APW Co Chairs to all Federal MPs and Senators, 27 September, 

including link to all Fast Facts and “In 2019 we are encouraging our network to support the 
Raise the Rate campaign to increase unemployment payments as part of our focus on 
promoting solutions to poverty in Australia.”  >80% open rate. 

 NSW APW Briefing to NSW MPs including Premier, Deputy Premier and ALP MPs Penny 
Sharpe, Marjorie O-Neill and Greens MP David Shoebridge, 9 October. 

 APW Briefing emailed to all Federal MPs and Senators, including message from Co 
Chairs, list of events, copy of all Fast Facts and thank you to sponsors, 11 October. >80% 
open rate. 
 

 Toni Wren, “A $65 increase in Newstart is both right and smart”, SMH print (online 14/10) 

plus The Age, Brisbane Times, 15 October.  

 
 Toni Wren, ED Anti-Poverty Week met with Liberal MPs Russell Broadbent and Bridget 

Archer and ALP Shadow Social Services Minister Linda Burney MP plus adviser to Leader 

of the Opposition during APW – all meetings included focus on need to increase Newstart 

as well as different aspects of poverty. 

 

  

https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Poverty-Newstart1-APW-2019.pdf
https://www.foodbank.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Foodbank-Hunger-Report-2019.pdf
https://www.anglicare.asn.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/jobs-availability-snapshot-2019.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.ncoss.org.au/policy/mapping-economic-disadvantage-in-nsw-report
https://www.ncoss.org.au/policy/mapping-economic-disadvantage-in-nsw-report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Newstartrelatedpayments/Submissions?main_0_content_1_RadGrid1ChangePage=2_20
https://raisetherate.org.au/
https://www.smh.com.au/national/here-s-a-75-fix-that-would-help-solve-australia-s-poverty-problem-20191011-p52zro.html
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Taking action collectively to end poverty 

 NGOs take action to increase Newstart  
 
Overall the focus was very positively received: “We liked the call to action this year. Focused 
call to actions are great.” 
 
 St Vincent de Paul Canberra/Goulburn hosted a Raise the Rate breakfast for CEOs who 

had taken part in their Canberra CEO Sleepout to brief them on the Newstart 
campaign.  Speakers included ACOSS CEO Dr Cassandra Goldie and a Canberra resident 
with lived experience as well as Stephen Byron, Managing Director, Canberra Airport 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 Berry St advocacy on Raise the Rate (>11,000 signatures for petition/email PM) plus CEO 
Michael Perusco Linked In article 

 

 Financial Counselling Australia, FCA calls on Government to Raise the Rate during Anti-
Poverty Week, media release 15/10/19. 

 

 Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand, A new start is not possible for many older 
women, media release 15/10/19 

 

 4 NGO leaders have Opinion pieces published urging an increase in Newstart: 

 14 October Bev Jowle, The West Australian (see APW Media Summary 2019). 

 16/10/19 Peter Sandeman, Adelaide Advertiser, (also online, Adelaide Now & Perth 

Now) 

 16/10 Dr Chris Jones,  Tasmanian Advocate  

 17/10 Penny Dakin, Canberra Times (reproduced here to avoid paywall) 

 

  

https://antipovertyweek.org.au/event/raise-the-rate-breakfast/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/anti-poverty-week-michael-perusco/
https://www.financialcounsellingaustralia.org.au/fca-calls-on-government-to-raise-the-rate-during-anti-poverty-week/
https://www.financialcounsellingaustralia.org.au/fca-calls-on-government-to-raise-the-rate-during-anti-poverty-week/
https://www.goodshep.org.au/news-events/a-new-start-is-impossible-for-many-older-australian-women/
https://www.goodshep.org.au/news-events/a-new-start-is-impossible-for-many-older-australian-women/
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/opinion/peter-sandeman-many-are-forced-to-choose-between-paying-bills-filling-prescriptions-or-buying-shoes-for-the-children/news-story/5a0dc2730cfa6c7dc15868285e13d850?btr=eee406283229f22a0a201767660b2c74
https://www.theadvocate.com.au/story/6439052/newstart-simply-not-enough-for-basic-living/?cs=87
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6442127/as-the-newstart-debate-rages-its-time-to-give-all-our-kids-a-fair-start/?cs=14246
https://www.aracy.org.au/blog/anti-poverty-week-newstart
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 Addison Road, Marrickville, NSW, renamed to Raise the Rate road. 

 

 

 Many Voices – 1 Message – Raise the Rate on Thursday 17th hosted by The 
Neighbourhood Hub, Mackay, QLD included sausage sizzle, info and support. 

 Mission Australia, CEO blog APW and Newstart 14/10/19 plus CEO spoke at A Future 
Without Poverty for Young People event, Sydney 14/10/19 plus multiple regional events in 
NSW and some Staff Letters to the Editor published in The Northern Star Lismore,  

Braidwood Times,  Yass Tribune and  The Goulburn Post in NSW; the Hobart Mercury in 
Tasmania and the Gold Coast Bulletin in Queensland. 

  
 Uniting Vic/Tas had a team running in the Melbourne Marathon with a focus on ending 

poverty plus advocacy on Raise the Rate. 

 
 Release of Northern Territory Poverty Statement 16/10/19 by NTCOSS, Jesuit Social 

Services, St Vincent de Paul Society and Central Aboriginal Land Council which called for 
an increase to Newstart. 

 

 Perth Anti-Poverty Network held a Raise the Rate rally including a speaker from the 
Australian Unemployed Workers’ Union. 

 

 Port Phillip Community Group, Victoria  Raise the Rate community event including lunch, 
speakers and activities. 

 Poverty in the Shadows A series of stories from the real lives of the many women who face 
poverty and homelessness (including difficulty living on Newstart) displayed in Newcastle 
and Wallsend Public Libraries during Anti-Poverty Week.   

  

https://crm.acoss.org.au/wp-content/plugins/civicrm/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=80253&qid=2253903
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/news-blog/blog/australia-is-no-place-for-poverty-deniers
https://www.themercury.com.au/news/opinion/letters-to-the-editor-october-15-2019/news-story/79a0e6ae147b916d7f9d03a461a9af5d?btr=29996459a47295e68305dd72460c4343
https://ntcoss.org.au/poverty-exists-poverty-hurts-us-all-we-can-all-do-something-about-it/
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/event/rally-against-poverty/
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/event/raise-the-rate-port-phillip-community-group/
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/event/poverty-in-the-shadows/
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 Shepparton Family Care, VIC hosted a community sausage sizzle on Thursday 17th but 
only served half a sausage to acknowledge the inadequacy of Newstart payments and need 
to Raise the Rate.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uniting Vic.Tas, “It’s time to raise the rate this Anti-Poverty Week” media release 11/10/19.  
Also urged people to write to their MP or share their Newstart story with link to Raise the 
Rate. 

 
 Newstart Nannas protest outside Federal Parliament House. 
 
 

  

https://crm.acoss.org.au/wp-content/plugins/civicrm/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=80254&qid=2253903
https://www.vt.uniting.org/its-time-to-raise-the-rate/
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Politicians take action to increase Newstart  

 
 Numerous Motions to increase Newstart passed in the Senate during APW. 
 

 
 

 Federal Shadow Ministers release video on poverty on Facebook,16 October.  

 Linda Burney MP Shadow Minister for Social Services Matter of Public Importance in the 
House of Representatives 17 October, 9 Federal MPs from 2 political parties. 

 

 Senate debate on poverty on 17 October , 6 Senators from 3 political parties.  

 
 Alicia Payne MP, Federal Member for Canberra, makes video including need to raise the 

rate. 

 Local Federal MP Sharon Claydon speaks at the Poverty in the Hunter, We all know 
someone worse off rally in Newcastle, 18 October.  

 
 18/10/19 QLD Deputy Premier supports increasing Newstart at APW Raise the Rate event– 

first time Queensland Government has publicly supported Raise the Rate. 

 
 NSW Deputy Premier announces Federal Government should reconsider opposition to 

increasing Newstart on 24 October at NCOSS Anti-Poverty Week event NCOSS Putting 

regional needs on the map, Sydney 24 October. 

 
 8 November, Tasmanian Premier comes out in support of Newstart increase. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=628899147640821
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Hansard/Hansard_Display?bid=chamber/hansardr/d7ec488d-6ed2-4bdf-86bf-90952f5f280d/&sid=0000
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Hansard/Hansard_Display?bid=chamber/hansardr/d7ec488d-6ed2-4bdf-86bf-90952f5f280d/&sid=0000
https://www.openaustralia.org.au/senate/?id=2019-10-17.218.2
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/event/poverty-in-the-hunter/
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/event/poverty-in-the-hunter/
https://www.qcoss.org.au/deputy-premiers-speech-raise-the-rate-anti-poverty-week-forum/
https://www.acoss.org.au/media-releases/?media_release=nsw-deputy-premier-and-nationals-leader-urges-morrison-government-to-reconsider-newstart-position
https://www.acoss.org.au/media-releases/?media_release=nsw-deputy-premier-and-nationals-leader-urges-morrison-government-to-reconsider-newstart-position
https://www.ncoss.org.au/civicrm-event/206
https://www.ncoss.org.au/civicrm-event/206
https://www.news.com.au/national/breaking-news/tasmania-premier-supports-newstart-boost/news-story/d6f7bdffe26340420d9be46790f75777
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