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Message from our National Co-Chairs 
Welcome to Anti-Poverty Week and this 2020 Briefing we have prepared. Anti-Poverty Week supports the 
Australian community to have an increased understanding of poverty and to take action collectively to end 
it. We are a diverse network of individuals and organisations who share this purpose. Since 2002 we've 
been focusing our activity each year in the week around the United Nations Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty on 17 October. Our key message is Poverty exists. Poverty hurts us all. We can all do 
something about it. It is a message of hope, not despair. We believe this message is even more 
important in 2020.  The bushfires, pandemic and ensuing recession have shown what we can do as a 
nation faced with unprecedented challenges.  We can dramatically reduce poverty and homelessness.  
These emergency responses must now be turned into permanent policies that ensure all living in Australia 
have the chance to thrive.   

Anti-Poverty Week 2020 will run from 11 to 17 October this year but our supporters have been active 
much earlier responding to the challenges faced by those most disadvantaged.  We know this pandemic 
has hit those already vulnerable harder than others.  This year we are partnering with both the 
Everybody’s Home campaign to ensure secure and affordable homes for all and the Raise the Rate for 
Good campaign to secure a permanent increase in unemployment payments well above the poverty line.  
These are the most effective solutions to reducing poverty in Australia. We’ve seen the dramatic 
improvement in lives by the doubling of payments through the Coronavirus Supplement – families eating 
healthy meals three times a day, children getting vital medication, older people getting the bond together 
for a permanent home.  The ANU has documented poverty was cut to historic lows.  Over 3.2 million 
Australians including more than one in five children are now relying on this Supplement to protect them 
from poverty.  We can never go back to $40 a day base payment. 

Three national research reports will be released during Anti-Poverty Week: the 2020 Hunger Report by 
Foodbank, the 2020 Jobs Availability Snapshot by Anglicare Australia and a new report charting the way 
forward from the Salvation Army “A Pathway to Social Justice”. The Governor General and Mrs Hurley 
will also be visiting a social housing estate in Canberra, hosted by St Vincent de Paul Canberra/Goulburn.  
The pandemic has restricted our ability to meet in person but we have a vibrant line-up of webinars which 
analyse the Federal Budget, affordable housing and homelessness, child poverty and families under 
stress; older women’s resilience and equitable communities post-pandemic.  Our Salvation Army partners 
will run their Moneycare financial counselling services in person and online throughout Australia.  Council 
buildings across Tasmania will be lit up and awards ceremonies for our 6th Pens against Poverty student 
writing competition will be held - extended now beyond the ACT to more parts of NSW and West Australia.  
We’ll be hearing from people with lived experience of poverty and supporters through a number of vibrant 
short videos which will be shared on social media and other platforms.  Please visit our website or 
contact Anti-Poverty Week's Executive Director, Toni Wren at ed@antipovertyweek.org.au for more. 

Professor Eileen Baldry 
National Co-Chair 

Ian Carter AM 
National Co-Chair 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE2VcqPNjKIztZJWl4sEh6Q/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE2VcqPNjKIztZJWl4sEh6Q/featured
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/
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Select list of 
events during Anti-Poverty Week 11-17 October 2020 

NATIONAL 

Three national research reports will be released: Foodbank's 2020 Hunger Report on Monday 12th 
October, Anglicare Australia's 2020 Jobs Availability Snapshot on Wednesday 14th (both will have 
State/Territory data break downs), and a new report from the Salvation Army's "A Pathway to Social 
Justice". 

ACOSS will host its important post Budget event as a webinar and feature analysis from their CEO 
Cassandra Goldie; Damian Griffis, CEO, First Peoples Disability Network; Sam Mostyn, Non-
Executive Director and Sustainability Adviser; Cat Nadel, Co-Founder and Co-Director, YOUNG 
Campaigns. 

The Lifecourse Centre has two webinars focused on families under stress.   

The Art of More is holding the "Vulnerable Australia" webinar, which will reveal a newly developed 
model for measuring and anticipating vulnerability in local communities and provide valuable insights 
from an expert panel of leaders in the social services sector.

The Older Women's Network is discussing what older women have to say about the impact of 
COVID-19, and what we need to focus on as a country to deal with its fallout in their webinar 
"Resilience in the Age of Covid: Older Women’s Take on Poverty & The Way Forward".

The National Rural Health Alliance is holding the "Home is Where the Heart is: The Link Between 
Poverty, Housing, and Health" webinar, which will focus on the critical role secure housing plays in 
the health, and economic and social wellbeing, of low-income Australians.

UnitingCare Australia is presenting a webinar on "Tackling child poverty in the wake of COVID-19", 
and will bring together a panel of speakers to examine child poverty in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic, with a particular focus on the role of social security and family payments in alleviating child 
poverty.

St Vincent de Paul Society in NSW’s annual Rosalie Rendu Forum will this year be Re-imaginging 
the future: Can we create more equitable communities post pandemic?  Speakers include Jody 
Broun, Chief Executive and Executive Director of the Aboriginal Housing Office, Kirsty Robinson, 
CEO of Caritas Australia, and Nicki Hutley, Partner from Deloitte Access Economics, hosted by 
broadcaster Geraldine Doogue. 

Watch out for vibrant videos throughout Anti-Poverty Week on social media and other platforms 
(access from our YouTube account) during the week as well as podcasts, including from The Smith 
Family “Breaking Poverty” voices of children and young people. See more on our Calendar and 
following pages. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE2VcqPNjKIztZJWl4sEh6Q/featured
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/events/
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Northern Territory 

NT Shelter and NTCOSS are holding a webinar with Peter McMillan, NT Shelter Executive Officer, 
where they'll highlight the importance of the Everybody’s Home campaign and its relevance in the 
context of the Northern Territory’s unique housing challenges. 

Queensland 

Rockhampton Mental Health Interagency Community of Practice (MHICOP) will be holding a 
presentation with Bev Rose, St Vincent De Paul Rockhampton. Topics covered will include the 
principal causes of poverty in Central Queensland; the impact on people’s mental health; and the role 
that Vinnies can play in assisting people “who fall through the cracks”.

An “Anti-Poverty Week Central Queensland Resource Guide” developed in partnership with 
Capricorn Community Development Association, Boosting the Local Care Workforce and the 
Community Services Industry Alliance will be distributed during APW. 

Energy and Water Ombudsman NSW, the Mid North Coast Community Legal Centre and Legal 
Aid NSW supported by Compass Housing and Community Housing Ltd are holding a two-day 
Virtual Tenant Support Event to help with a wide range of electricity, gas and legal issues.

Nova for Women and Children, the Samaritans, NPAA and the Newcastle Libraries will be 
releasing the "Know Your Rights" series of podcasts during APW, where they'll be exploring the topic of 
poverty through several interviews. 

Atwea College and Alesco Senior College will be sharing content during APW around the topic of 
how education can assist in breaking the cycle of poverty. This will include a series of videos as well as 
key statistics highlighting this area.

NSW 

Victoria 

Mazon Australia and Port Phillip Community Group’s Alma Road Community House (ARCH) are 
launching their "Street Pantry", which is a community project encouraging everyone to “give what you 
can, take what you need"

Poverty, COVID and the road ahead webinar on Thursday 15 October to explore lessons from the 
pandemic, and discuss how the virus exploited vulnerable communities and exacerbated pre-
pandemic levels of poverty and hardship. It will also look ahead to how the state's recovery strategy 
should be shaped. Speakers include Luke Donnellan, Victorian Minister for Disability, Ageing and 
Carers and Child Protection; Emma King, CEO, Victorian Council of Social Service; Hutch Hussein, 
Brotherhood of St Laurence COVID-19 Policy & Program Response Taskforce.  
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Tasmania 

Across Tasmania, Anti-Poverty Week Tasmania is lighting up public buildings and infrastructure in 
green, white and blue to recognise Anti-Poverty Week 2020. Launceston, Burnie, Longford, Latrobe, 
Wynyard, and St Helens will all be participating.

The Salvation Army is holding an information event on No Interest Loans (NILS), where they'll be 
handing out gift bags with relative information on NILS.

The Salvation Army Derwent Valley plans to create a short video to share during Anti-Poverty Week, 
which will be on the importance of keeping income support payments above the poverty line, 
particularly for those in receipt of JobKeeper.

Devonport Community House is holding a sausage sizzle where attendees can learn about savings 
options, alongside offering a range of free goodies to giveaway, including pre-loved clothing, bric-a-
brac, cleaning products, tasters and fresh fruit/veg and bread.

The Salvation Army is providing information on how to connect using social networking apps, plus  
some information on ways to save money and upgrade phone/internet bundles.

South Australia 

A virtual church services focusing on Anti-Poverty Week will be held on 11 October by the Uniting 
Church. 

Anti-Poverty Week at the Spire Community will host a dinner and discussion on Older Women in 
Poverty at Hope’s Café on 13 October. 

Canberra Community Law will host a community legal education session on Homelessness Laws in 
the ACT for support and community workers in the ACT.

Street Law, an outreach legal service for people experiencing or at risk of homeless, will be 
discussing homelessness laws as part of the ACT Law Society’s Inclusion and Diversity Committee’s 
free series of lunchtime chats.

ACT 

The City of Bayswater, in partnership with Salvation Army, are holding a "Community Anti-Poverty 
Reach Out Event" to provide information on how local service providers can assist or refer individuals 
to an organisation that can provide assistance during these difficult times.

The Anglican Archbishop of Perth Kay Goldsworthy will attend the Anti-Poverty Week Ecumenical 
Service on Wednesday October 14 at Sacred Heart Church in Highgate.  

Western Australia 
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 Social Media Tiles for APW 2020 

https://antipovertyweek.org.au/resources/promotional-kit/
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FAST FACTS
Poverty in Australia

Find out more at www.antipovertyweek.org.au

What is the poverty line in Australia?

+P�#WUVTCNKC��VJG�RQXGTV[�NKPG�KU�IGPGTCNN[�FGHKPGF�CU�����QH�
OGFKCP�JQWUGJQNF�KPEQOG��

6JKU� YCU� ����� C� YGGM� HQT� C� UKPING� CFWNV�� ����� HQT� C�
UQNG� RCTGPV� YKVJ� VYQ� EJKNFTGP� QT� ����� HQT� C� EQWRNG�
YKVJ� VYQ�EJKNFTGP�KP�����������

How many people are living in poverty 
in Australia?
6JG�#%155�7059�2QXGTV[�KP�#WUVTCNKC�������TGRQTV�HQWPF���
• +P�#WUVTCNKC��VJGTG�CTG�OQTG�VJCP������OKNNKQP�RGQRNG�QT
������QH�VJG�RQRWNCVKQP�NKXKPI�DGNQY�VJG�RQXGTV[�NKPG��6JCV�
KPENWFGU���������EJKNFTGP�QT�OQTG�VJCP���KP���

• /CP[�QH�VJQUG�CHHGEVGF�CTG�NKXKPI�KP�FGGR�RQXGTV[�s�QP
CXGTCIG������C�YGGM�DGNQY�VJG�RQXGTV[�NKPG�

4GUGCTEJ�D[�VJG�2TQFWEVKXKV[�%QOOKUUKQP�JCU�HQWPF�VJCV�FGURKVG����[GCTU�QH�WPKPVGTTWRVGF�GEQPQOKE�
ITQYVJ��VJG�RTQRQTVKQP�QH�#WUVTCNKCPU�NKXKPI�QP�XGT[�NQY�KPEQOGU�
�������JCU�PQV�EJCPIGF���

p+V�JCU�XCTKGF�C�DKV�VJTQWIJQWV�VJCV�RGTKQF�DWV�VQFC[��HQT���OKNNKQP�QT�UQ�RGQRNG��YG�CTG�YJGTG�YG�
YGTG�VJKTV[�[GCTU�CIQ��+V�KU�PQV�VJG�UCOG���OKNNKQP��CU�VJG�OQDKNKV[�FCVC�UJQYU��$WV�VJG�RTQRQTVKQP�QH�
QWT�UQEKGV[�CRRCTGPVN[�FQKPI�XGT[�RQQTN[�UJQWNF�JCXG�TGFWEGF�QXGT�VJCV�VJKTV[�[GCTU�q�

What has happened to poverty rates over the last 30 years?

of Australians are living
below the poverty line

More than�

�����

2QXGTV[�KU�CDQWV�C�NCEM�QH�OQPG[�s�DQVJ�KPEQOG�HQT�PQY�CPF�UCXKPIU�
QT�YGCNVJ��$WV�KV�ECP�CNUQ�DG�CDQWV�PQV�JCXKPI�C�NQV�QH�QVJGT�VJKPIU���
CHHQTFCDNG�JQWUKPI��CEEGUU�VQ�IQQF�GFWECVKQP�QT�JGCNVJ�UGTXKEGU��

9JKNG�OCP[�#WUVTCNKCPU�LWIING�RC[OGPVU�QH�DKNNU��RGQRNG�NKXKPI�KP�
RQXGTV[�QHVGP�JCXG�VGTTKDNG�QRVKQPU�s�UWEJ�CU�UMKRRKPI�C�OGCN�VQ�RC[�
HQT�C�EJKNFoU�VGZVDQQMU��OKUUKPI�OGFKECVKQP�QT�PQV�JGCVKPI�QT�
EQQNKPI�VJGKT�JQOG�

What does living in poverty really mean in Australia?

6JG�ITQWRU�QH�#WUVTCNKCPU�YJQ�

YGTG�CNTGCF[�GZENWFGF�CTG�

NKMGN[�VQ�DG�VJG�JCTFGUV�JKV�D[�

VJG�GEQPQOKE�CPF�UQEKCN�KORCEV�

QH�VJG�RCPFGOKE�CPF�VJG�RWDNKE�

JGCNVJ�TGURQPUGU��

6JGKT�TGRQTV�UJQYU�VJCV�pHQTOU�QH�RQXGTV[�HQT�EJKNFTGP�KP�RCTVKEWNCT�JCXG�CEVWCNN[�TKUGP�QXGT�VJG�NCUV�VYGPV[�[GCTU���

#07�TGUGCTEJGTU�JCXG�GUVKOCVGF�VJCV�VJG�VGORQTCT[�RC[OGPVU�
KPVTQFWEGF�KP�TGURQPUG�VQ�VJG�%18+&����RCPFGOKE�CTG�GUVKOCVGF�VQ�
JCXG�TGFWEGF�VJG�PWODGT�QH�RGQRNG�KP�RQXGTV[�D[�����VQ�����OKNNKQP���
*QYGXGT�D[�&GEGODGT�������VJG�TGFWEVKQPU�KP�KPEQOG�UWRRQTVU�
CPPQWPEGF�KP�,WN[�YKNN�KPETGCUG�RQXGTV[�D[�QPG�VJKTF�VQ�����OKNNKQP��
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6JG�5GPCVG�+PSWKT[�KPVQ�VJG�#FGSWCE[�QH�0GYUVCTV�
PQY�ECNNGF�,QD5GGMGT��HQWPF�VJCV��

+P�C�YGCNVJ[�EQWPVT[�NKMG�#WUVTCNKC��PQ�QPG�UJQWNF�DG�HQTEGF�VQ�HQTGIQ�OGCNU�KP�QTFGT�VQ�RC[�HQT�OGFKECVKQPU�QT�
JQWUKPI��6JG�EQOOKVVGG�JGCTF�VJTQWIJQWV�VJG�KPSWKT[�FKUVTGUUKPI�CEEQWPVU�QH�FGRTKXCVKQP��JKIJNKIJVKPI�VJG�FCKN[�
UVTWIINGU�QH�VJQUG�NKXKPI�DGNQY�VJG�RQXGTV[�NKPGe�#NCTOKPIN[��VJGUG�NKXGF�GZRGTKGPEGU�QH�RQXGTV[�CPF�GZVTGOG�

FGRTKXCVKQP�CTG�VJQUG�QH�RGQRNG�YJQ�FQ�TGEGKXG�KPEQOG�UWRRQTV�RC[OGPVU��6JG[�JCXG�PQV�HCNNGP�VJTQWIJ�VJG�ETCEMU�
QH�VJG�YGNHCTG�U[UVGO��4CVJGT��VJG�EWTTGPV�U[UVGO�KU�HCKNKPI�VJGO��6JG�#WUVTCNKCP�KPEQOG�UWRRQTV�U[UVGO�KU�ENGCTN[�

PQV�OGGVKPI�KVU�QDLGEVKXG�QH�GPUWTKPI�C�OKPKOWO�UVCPFCTF�QH�NKXKPI�HQT�CNN��

'XKFGPEG�KPENWFGF�UVQTKGU�QH�VGTTKDNG�JCTFUJKR�KPENWFKPI�RGQRNG�CPF�HCOKNKGU�JCXKPI�VQ�UCETKHKEG�OGFKECN�ECTG��
RTGUETKRVKQPU�FTWIU�CPF�QVJGT�PGEGUUKVKGU�|�p+�CO�WPCDNG�VQ�CHHQTF�VJG�OGFKECVKQP�+�PGGF���+�JCXG�JCF�VQ�UVQR
UGGKPI�O[�RU[EJQNQIKUVeYJKEJ�JCU�DGGP�XGT[�FGVTKOGPVCN�VQ�O[�OGPVCN�JGCNVJ�q�

9G�MPQY�VJCV�HQT�OCP[�RGQRNG�DGKPI�UKEM�ECP�OCMG�[QWT�RQQT�CPF�DGKPI�RQQT�QHVGP�OCMGU�[QW�UKEM��5GG�#29�
$TKGHKPI�2QXGTV[��*GCNVJ�CPF�%18+&����

6JG�#%155�7059�2QXGTV[�KP�#WUVTCNKC�������TGRQTV�HQWPF��

What groups of people are more likely to be living in poverty?

6JQUG�GZRGTKGPEKPI�RQXGTV[�CV�VJG�
JKIJGUV�TCVGU�CTG�VJQUG�WPCDNG�VQ�
HKPF�RCKF�YQTM�s�����|

#�OCLQT�UQWTEG�QH�EJKNF�RQXGTV[�KU�
VJG�JKIJ�RQXGTV[�TCVG�
�����COQPI�
UQNG�RCTGPV�HCOKNKGU��YJQ�OWUV�
IGPGTCNN[�TGN[�QP�C�UKPING�KPEQOG�

4GN[KPI�QP�KPEQOG�UWRRQTV�CPF�TGPVKPI�
KP�VJG�RTKXCVG�OCTMGV�CNUQ�KPETGCUGU�VJG�
TKUM�QH�RQXGTV[��HQT�GZCORNG�VJG�RQXGTV[�
TCVG�HQT�RGQRNG�CIGF�QXGT����KU�����DWV�
KH�RTKXCVGN[�TGPVKPI��VJKU�TKUGU�VQ�����

/CP[�+PFKIGPQWU�EQOOWPKVKGU�JCXG�
UWDUVCPVKCNN[�JKIJGT�NGXGNU�QH�KPEQOG�
RQXGTV[�VJCP�PQP�+PFKIGPQWU�
EQOOWPKVKGU��6JG�RQXGTV[�TCVG�HQT�
#DQTKIKPCN�CPF�6QTTGU�5VTCKV�+UNCPFGT�
RGQRNG�KU������YJKNG�RQXGTV[�KU�
VYKEG�CU�JKIJ�KP�XGT[�TGOQVG�
EQOOWPKVKGU�
�����CU�KP�OCLQT�EKVKGU�

������

5KPEG�������RQXGTV[�JCU�DGGP�HCNNKPI�
KP� OCLQT� EKVKGU� YJKNG� KPETGCUKPI� KP�
TGOQVG�EQOOWPKVKGU���

6JGTG�YGTG�QXGT���OKNNKQP�
�����������
RGQRNG�NKXKPI�KP�RQXGTV[�YJQ�TGNKGF�QP�
YCIGU�CU�VJGKT�OCKP�UQWTEG�QH�KPEQOG���
&CVC�HTQO�VJG�%GPVTG�HQT�(WVWTG�QH�
9QTM�RWDNKUJGF�KP�/C[�������UJQYGF�
KP������HQT�VJG�HKTUV�VKOG��NGUU�VJCP�
JCNH�QH�CNN�RGQRNG�GORNQ[GF�YGTG�KP�
RCKF�HWNN�VKOG�GORNQ[OGPV�YKVJ�NGCXG�
GPVKVNGOGPVU��

&QP��C�,QD5GGMGT�
TGEKRKGPV�KP�JKU���oU�YJQ�
RTGXKQWUN[�YQTMGF�CU�C�
OGEJCPKE�HQT����[GCTU��

OCPCIGU�DKNN�RC[OGPVU�D[�
PQV�WUKPI�JGCVKPI��IQGU�
VQ�DGF�GCTN[�VQ�EQRG�YKVJ�

VJG�EQNF�CPF�XKUKVU�
NKDTCTKGU�CPF�

UWRGTOCTMGVU�VQ�EQQN�
FQYP�QP�GZVTGOG�JGCV�

FC[U���

+P�JGT�UWDOKUUKQP��#GT[P�GZRNCKPGF�JQY�C�UOCNN�
KPETGCUG�YQWNF�GPCDNG�JGT�VQ�CHHQTF�OCP[�DCUKE�
GUUGPVKCNU�CPF�EQPENWFGF���$WV�OQUV�KORQTVCPVN[��
+oF�PQ�NQPIGT�DG�LWUV�UWTXKXKPI�QT�GXGP�DCTGN[�

GZKUVKPI��+�EQWNF�CHHQTF�VQ�NKXG�q�

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Newstartrelatedpayments/Report
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/APW-17420-Poverty-Health-and-COVID-19.pdf
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/APW-17420-Poverty-Health-and-COVID-19.pdf
http://povertyandinequality.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Poverty-in-Australia-2020-Part-2-%E2%80%93-Who-is-affected_Final.pdf
https://www.tai.org.au/sites/default/files/Insecure_Work_Factbook.pdf
https://www.tai.org.au/sites/default/files/Insecure_Work_Factbook.pdf
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#EEGUU�VQ�GORNQ[OGPV��VJG�NGXGN�QH�RWDNKE�
KPEQOG�UWRRQTV�CXCKNCDNG�VQ�RGQRNG�YKVJ�NQY�QT�
PQ�KPEQOGU��CPF�JQWUKPI�EQUVU�CTG�VJG�VJTGG�
OCKP�FTKXGTU�QH�RQXGTV[���

+H�VJGUG�RC[OGPVU�CTG�VQQ�NQY�CPF�VJG�RGTUQP�
QT�HCOKN[�FQGUPoV�JCXG�QVJGT�UWRRQTVU��VJG[�ECP�
HCNN�KPVQ�RQXGTV[���1H�CNN�#WUVTCNKCPU�NKXKPI�
DGNQY�VJG�RQXGTV[�NKPG������TGNKGF�QP�UQEKCN�
UGEWTKV[�CU�VJGKT�OCKP�UQWTEG�QH�KPEQOG����7PVKN�
VJG�VGORQTCT[�%QTQPCXKTWU�5WRRNGOGPV�YCU�
KPVTQFWEGF�KP�#RTKN�������VJG�RC[OGPV�HQT�
RGQRNG�YJQ�CTG�WPGORNQ[GF�JCU�PQV�KPETGCUGF�
KP�TGCN�VGTOU�UKPEG������

What about persistent or entrenched poverty?

/CP[� #WUVTCNKCPU� GZRGTKGPEG� GEQPQOKE� FKUCFXCPVCIG� CV� UQOG� UVCIG� KP� VJGKT� NKXGU� �� QHVGP� CU� C� TGUWNV� QH�
WPGORNQ[OGPV��KNNPGUU�QT�FKUCDKNKV[�QT�C�TGNCVKQPUJKR�DTGCMFQYP���(QT�OQUV�QH�WU��KV�KU�VGORQTCT[�CPF�YG�CTG�DCEM�QP�
QWT�HGGV�KP�C�UJQTV�VKOG�GURGEKCNN[�KH�YG�JCXG�UCXKPIU�CPF�QT�HCOKN[�CPF�HTKGPFU�VQ�JGNR���

*QYGXGT�CDQWV����QH�#WUVTCNKCPU�
TQWIJN[���������RGQRNG��JCXG�DGGP�KP�KPEQOG�RQXGTV[�EQPVKPWQWUN[�HQT�CV�NGCUV�
VJG�NCUV���[GCTU��2GQRNG�NKXKPI�KP�UKPING�RCTGPV�HCOKNKGU��WPGORNQ[GF�RGQRNG��RGQRNG�YKVJ�FKUCDKNKV[��+PFKIGPQWU�
#WUVTCNKCPU�CPF�EJKNFTGP�NKXKPI�KP�LQDNGUU�JQWUGJQNFU�YJGTG�PQ�QPG�JCU�RCKF�YQTM�CTG�CV�TKUM�QH�GPVTGPEJGF�RQXGTV[���

What are the triggers for poverty?

70%
of Households

Recent research found that as many as 

had at least one person who needed to receive income 
support because of unemployment, illness or 

relationship breakdown between 2001-2015.��

I experienced a lot of family violence which meant I couldn’t 
live at home.  It was not a choice.  People don’t end up in a 
situation where they’re homeless or living on their own, for 
nothing.  It’s not a small, menial thing that gets them there.��

#PF�KH�[QWoTG�QP�C�NQY�KPEQOG��QPG�DKNN�ECP�URKP�[QW�UQ�QWV�
QH�EQPVTQN�UQ�VJCV�[QWoXG�NQUV�GXGT[VJKPI��

��*GNGP��KP�JGT���oU��PQY�TGVKTGF�CPF�TGNKCPV�UQNGN[�QP�WPGORNQ[OGPV�
RC[OGPVU���

More infrequent life events such as the onset of a severe mental illness or 
domestic violence can be a trigger for severe poverty and homelessness 
if supports are not available.

Domestic violence is the single 
largest contributor to homelessness 
(40%) according to the inaugural 
Australian Homelessness Monitor 
published in 2018.��

https://www.launchhousing.org.au/site/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/LaunchHousing_AHM2018_Overview.pdf
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• Material deprivation: Medical treatment when needed,
warm clothes and bedding if it’s cold, a substantial meal�at
least once a day, medicines when prescribed by a�doctor,�a
decent and secure home – these are things that�most
Australians regard as essential. When people cannot
afford these things, researchers describe them as being
materially deprived.��

• Financial stress indicators: not being able to raise
$2,000 in an emergency, not being able to heat one’s
home, and not being able to pay bills on time.��
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Are there other measures or indicators of poverty?

Do Australians think people should be living in poverty?
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• Social exclusion: Disadvantage is much more than
just poverty or lack of financial security. Limited social
engagement, connection, access and opportunity are equally
detrimental to health and wellbeing.�� The Brotherhood of
St�Laurence states that deep social exclusion is when
people�experience at least 4 different sort of
disadvantage, such�as being on a low income, having little
work experience,�not being involved in community clubs�or
associations�and not being socially active.  Their latest
Social Exclusion�Monitor finds that more than 1 million
Australians deal�with deep social exclusion.��

2TQFWEGF�D[�#PVK�2QXGTV[�9GGM�CU�RCTV�QH�KVU�(CUV�(CEVU�UGTKGU��&CVC�EQTTGEV�CU�QH���5GRVGODGT�������

9G�CTG�C�YGCNVJ[�EQWPVT[�CPF�
QWT�RGQRNG�UJQWNF�PQV�JCXG�VQ�
UVTWIING�VQ�HGGF�VJGKT�EJKNFTGP
CPF�RWV�C�TQQH�QXGT�VJGKT�JGCFU�

� /CNG��CIGF����2GTVJ�/GVTQ�TGURQPFKPI�VQ
TGUGCTEJ�SWGUVKQP��,WPG������

#P�'UUGPVKCN�2QNN�VCMGP�KP�,WPG�������HQWPF�����CITGGF�YKVJ�VJG�
UVCVGOGPV��p+P�#WUVTCNKC��PQ�QPG�UJQWNF�IQ�YKVJQWV�DCUKE�GUUGPVKCNU�
NKMG�HQQF��JGCNVJECTG��VTCPURQTV�CPF�RQYGT�q��

#$%oU�#WUVTCNKC�6CNMU������UWTXG[�QH��������#WUVTCNKCPU�HQWPF�����QH�
TGURQPFGPVU�UCKF�RQXGTV[�KU�pUQOGYJCV�QT�XGT[�OWEJ�C�RTQDNGO�HQT
#WUVTCNKC�IGPGTCNN[q�CPF�����FKUCITGGF�YKVJ�VJG�UVCVGOGPV�VJCV�
pRQQTGT�#WUVTCNKCPU�CTG�IGVVKPI�GPQWIJ�JGNR�HTQO�VJG�IQXGTPOGPVq���

https://www.bsl.org.au/research/social-exclusion-monitor/
https://www.bsl.org.au/research/social-exclusion-monitor/
https://www.bsl.org.au/research/our-research-and-policy-work/social-exclusion-monitor/
http://povertyandinequality.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Poverty-in-Australia-2020_Part-1_Overview.pdf
https://csrm.cass.anu.edu.au/research/publications/covid-19-jobkeeper-and-jobseeker-impacts-poverty-and-housing-stress-under
https://csrm.cass.anu.edu.au/research/publications/covid-19-jobkeeper-and-jobseeker-impacts-poverty-and-housing-stress-under
https://www.pc.gov.au/news-media/speeches/rising-inequality
https://www.pc.gov.au/research/completed/rising-inequality
https://www.bsl.org.au/research/social-exclusion-monitor/
https://www.bsl.org.au/research/social-exclusion-monitor/
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Newstartrelatedpayments/Report
https://chf.org.au/media-releases/newstart-sick-policy-need-healthy-rethink
http://povertyandinequality.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Poverty-in-Australia-2020-Part-2-%E2%80%93-Who-is-affected_Final.pdf
http://povertyandinequality.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Poverty-in-Australia-2020-Part-2-%E2%80%93-Who-is-affected_Final.pdf
http://www.tai.org.au/sites/default/files/Insecure_Work_Factbook.pdf
https://www.monash.edu/sustainable-development/news-events/2018-news/transforming-australia-sdg-progress-report
https://vcoss.org.au/policy/power-struggles-everyday-battles-to-stay-connected/
https://vcoss.org.au/policy/battling-on-persistent-energy-hardship/
https://vcoss.org.au/policy/battling-on-persistent-energy-hardship/
https://www.pc.gov.au/research/completed/rising-inequality
http://povertyandinequality.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Poverty-in-Australia-2020-Part-2-%E2%80%93-Who-is-affected_Final.pdf
http://povertyandinequality.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Poverty-in-Australia-2020-Part-2-%E2%80%93-Who-is-affected_Final.pdf
http://www.social-policy.org.uk/50-for-50/australia-welfare/
https://www.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/ACOSS_Poverty-in-Australia-Report_Web-Final.pdf
http://www.anglicare.asn.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/state-of-the-family---web-version.pdf
https://vcoss.org.au/policy/power-struggles-everyday-battles-to-stay-connected/
https://www.launchhousing.org.au/site/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/LaunchHousing_AHM2018_Overview.pdf
https://www.unitingcare.org.au/projects-and-activities/child-social-exclusion-poverty-and-disadvantage-in-australia
https://www.bsl.org.au/research/social-exclusion-monitor/
https://www.essentialvision.com.au/statements-about-newstart
https://australiatalks.abc.net.au/
https://www.anglicarewa.org.au/who-we-are/advocacy/poverty-and-inequality/above-the-line
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They’re used to hearing, 
‘I’m OK, I ate while I was cooking’

-KFU�ITQYKPI�WR�KP�RQXGTV[�VQQ�QHVGP�IQ�VQ�DGF�QT�
UEJQQN�JWPIT[��VJG[�ECP�HGGN�NGHV�QWV�KH�VJG[�ECPoV�CHHQTF�
VQ�LQKP�C�NQECN�URQTV�VGCO�QT�IQ�QP�UEJQQN�ECORU��VJG[�
OC[�DG�NKXKPI�KP�CP�QXGTETQYFGF�JQOG�YJGTG�VJGTGoU�PQ�
SWKGV�RNCEG�VQ�FQ�JQOGYQTM�CPF�VJG[�YQTT[�CDQWV�VJGKT�
RCTGPVU��

What is it like for children to grow up in poverty?

What can we do to reduce child poverty?

1in6
�#WUVTCNKCP�EJKNFTGP

CIGF������[GCTU�NKXGF�KP�
RQXGTV[�KP���������� ��Ü��>�Þ�V���`Ài��>Ài���Û��}����«�ÛiÀÌÞ�

���ƂÕÃÌÀ>��>¶
��������EJKNFTGP�QT���KP���#WUVTCNKCP�EJKNFTGP�CIGF������
[GCTU�NKXGF�KP�RQXGTV[�KP���������
VJG�NCVGUV�CXCKNCDNG�
FCVC���#V��������VJG�RGTEGPVCIG�QH�EJKNFTGP�NKXKPI�KP�
RQXGTV[�KU�JKIJGT�VJCP�VJG�RGTEGPVCIG�QH�CP[�QVJGT�CIG�
ITQWR�s�KPENWFKPI�VJQUG�CIGF����[GCTU�CPF�QXGT��

+V�CNUQ�OGCPU�PQV�JCXKPI�GPQWIJ�VQ�GCV�QT�PQV�JCXKPI�
GPQWIJ�JGCNVJ[�HQQF�s�C������UVWF[�QH�OQTG�VJCP�������
EJKNFTGP�CIGF���VQ����[GCTU�HQWPF�VJCV�QH�VJQUG�YJQ�YGTG�
OCVGTKCNN[�FGRTKXGF�YGTG�HTGSWGPVN[�IQKPI�VQ�UEJQQN�QT�
DGF�JWPIT[���

(QQFDCPM�RTQXKFGF�TGNKGH�VQ���������#WUVTCNKCPU�RGT�
OQPVJ�KP��������������YGTG�CIGF�WPFGT������6JGKT�
�����*WPIGT�4GRQTV�HQWPF�VJCV�UKPING�RCTGPVU�QHVGP�
OCMG�RGTUQPCN�UCETKHKEGU�VQ�GPUWTG�VJGKT�EJKNFTGP�ECP�
GCV����KP���UKPING�RCTGPVU�GZRGTKGPEKPI�HQQF�KPUGEWTKV[�
UMKR�C�OGCN�CV�NGCUV�QPEG�C�YGGM�VQ�OCMG�UWTG�VJGTG�KU�
GPQWIJ�HQQF�HQT�VJGKT�HCOKN[�CPF���KP���IQ�C�YJQNG�FC[�
YKVJQWV�GCVKPI�CV�NGCUV�QPEG�C�YGGM��

Growing up in poverty impacts the hopes and dreams of young people.

%JKNF�RQXGTV[�KP�#WUVTCNKC�KUPoV�KPGXKVCDNG�s�YG�OCFG�
ITGCV�UVTKFGU�KP�VJG�����oU�YJGP�VJG�HQTOGT�2/�$QD�
*CYMG�CPF�JKU�IQXGTPOGPV�EQOOKVVGF�VQ�GPF�EJKNF�
RQXGTV[���%JKNF�RQXGTV[�YCUPoV�GNKOKPCVGF�DWV�KV�YCU�
TGFWEGF�D[��������

#�XGT[�JKIJ�RTQRQTVKQP�QH�EJKNFTGP�GZRGTKGPEKPI�
RQXGTV[�CTG�NKXKPI�KP�HCOKNKGU�YJQ�TGN[�QP�IQXGTPOGPV�
RC[OGPVU���2GTOCPGPVN[�KPETGCUKPI�VJQUG�RC[OGPVU���
HCOKN[�RC[OGPVU��,QD5GGMGT�CPF�UKPING�RCTGPV�
RC[OGPVU���YKNN�TGFWEG�RQXGTV[�

FAST FACTS
Child Poverty in Australia

– single mum from Melbourne.�
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6JG�%QTQPCXKTWU�5WRRNGOGPV�QH������RGT�HQTVPKIJV�RCKF�VQ�RGQRNG�TGEGKXKPI�C�TCPIG�QH�RC[OGPVU�
KPENWFKPI�,QD5GGMGT�CPF�2CTGPVKPI�2C[OGPV�5KPING�JCU�NKHVGF�OKNNKQPU�QWV�QH�RQXGTV[���6JKU�JCU�DGGP�
ECRVWTGF�D[�VJG�����4GCUQPU�VQ�5OKNG�ECORCKIP�HTQO�VJG�0CVKQPCN�%QWPEKN�QH�5KPING�/QVJGT�CPF�*GT�
%JKNF��
p#NVJQWIJ�VJKU�CFFKVKQPCN�RC[OGPV�KU�KPVGPFGF�VQ�DG�VGORQTCT[�KV�JCU�OCFG�VJG�YQTNF�QH�FKHHGTGPEG�VQ�
WU��VJG�YGKIJV�QH�VJG�YQTNF�HGGNU�LWUV�C�NKVVNG�NKIJVGT��+�HGGN�NKMG�+�ECP�DG�C�DGVVGT�RCTGPV��CPF�+�ECP�PQY�
RTQXKFG�VJG�DCUKEU�VJCV�O[�EJKNFTGP�FGUGTXG��+P�NKGW�QH�EJKNF�UWRRQTV�TGHQTO�O[�HCOKN[�PGGFU�VJKU�RC[OGPV�
VQ�UWTXKXG��2NGCUG�IKXG�WU�C�HKIJVKPI�EJCPEG�DGECWUG�VJG�nQNF�PQTOCNo�KU�PQ�YC[�HQT�EJKNFTGP�VQ�ITQY�WR�q�
p+�YKNN�DG�CDNG�VQ�TGIKUVGT�O[�ECT�CICKP�CPF�EQORNGVG�O[�FTKXKPI�NGUUQPU�UQ�+�ECP�GZRCPF�O[�LQD�
QRRQTVWPKVKGU��+V�JCU�NKVGTCNN[�EJCPIGF�O[�NKHG�q�

Investing in reducing child poverty also saves money for 
society in the longer term

The evidence is clear that by investing in helping kids get off to a 
good start, the costs to the community in areas such as healthcare, 
homelessness and unemployment can be massively reduced.

– Elaine Henry OAM, ARACY Board Chair

My mum struggles, she gets paid 
on Thursdays but struggles on the 
Wednesday. Me and my brother, if 
there is not food for school, we don’t 
go to school at all.  She has never 

sent us to school with no food���

�Ã�«�ÛiÀÌÞ��ÕÃÌ�>L�ÕÌ���Ì��>Û��}�i��Õ}�����iÞ¶
p/QPG[�KUPoV�VJG�QPN[�VJKPI�DWV�JCXKPI�UQOG�OQPG[�VQ�DW[�HQQF�CPF�
VQ�RC[�HQT�[QWT�TGPV�CPF�UVWHH�KU�TGCNN[�IQQF�q�

/WNVKRNG�UVWFKGU�JCXG�HQWPF�VJCV�RQXGTV[�KUPoV�LWUV�CDQWV�PQV�JCXKPI�
GPQWIJ�VQ�GCV�CPF�C�UGEWTG�JQOG���#�NCEM�QH�OQPG[�NKOKVU�EJKNFTGP�CPF�
[QWPI�RGQRNGoU�NKXGU�CPF�NGCTPKPI�CPF�UGGRU�KPVQ�QVJGT�CURGEVU�QH�VJGKT�
NKHG��

#4#%;oU�TGUGCTEJ�DCUGF�QP�C�NQPI�VGTO�UVWF[�QH�EJKNFTGP�DQTP�KP�
�����CPF�RWDNKUJGF�KP�������HQWPF�EJKNFTGP�NKXKPI�DGNQY�VJG�RQXGTV[�
NKPG�YGTG�OQTG�NKMGN[�VQ�GZRGTKGPEG�FGRTKXCVKQP�KP�VGTOU�QH�VJGKT�
TGNCVKQPUJKR�YKVJ�HTKGPFU��[GNNKPI�KP�VJG�JQOG��GPLQ[OGPV�KP�GZGTEKUG��
CFGSWCVG�HTWKV�CPF�XGIGVCDNGU��OGPVCN�JGCNVJ��UEJQQN�CVVGPFCPEG��
NGCTPKPI�CV�JQOG��CPF�KPXQNXGOGPV�KP�GZVTCEWTTKEWNCT�CEVKXKVKGU�NKMG�
URQTV��

1VJGT�TGUGCTEJ�JCU�HQWPF�VJCV�EJKNFTGP�YJQ�ITQY�WR�KP�RQXGTV[�CTG�
OQTG�NKMGN[�VQ�DG�DGJKPF�KP�UEJQQN�s�CV�NGCUV���[GCT�DGJKPF�KP�TGCFKPI�
CPF�PWOGTCE[�GXGP�D[�;GCT�����6JG������%JKNF�9GNN�$GKPI�UVWF[�HQWPF�
C�UVTQPI�CUUQEKCVKQP�DGVYGGP�IQKPI�VQ�DGF�QT�UEJQQN�JWPIT[�CPF�NGUU�
UEJQQN�CVVGPFCPEG�CPF�UCVKUHCEVKQP���(QQF�QT�ENQVJKPI�FGRTKXCVKQP�YCU�
CUUQEKCVGF�YKVJ�NQY�UEJQQN�GPICIGOGPV���

;QWPI�RGQRNG�CTG�CNUQ�QHVGP�MGGPN[�
CYCTG�QH�YJCV�VJG[�CTG�OKUUKPI�QWV�
QP��4GUGCTEJ�WPFGTVCMGP�D[�6JG�5OKVJ�
(COKN[�CPF�7059���HQWPF�VJCV�KV�YCU�
ENGCT�VJCV�VJG����[GCT�QNFU�JCF�C�IQQF�
WPFGTUVCPFKPI�QH�YJCV�C�JGCNVJ[�FKGV�
OGCPV�DWV�QHVGP�NCEMGF�VJG�CDKNKV[�
FWG�
VQ�C�NCEM�QH�OQPG[�KP�VJG�JQWUGJQNF��
VQ�GPUWTG�VJCV�VJG[�JCF�C�JGCNVJ[�FKGV��
+V�CNUQ�HQWPF�VJCV�YJKNG�OCP[�[QWPI�
RGQRNG�CEMPQYNGFIGF�VJCV�C�SWKGV�
URCEG�QT�FGUM�YCU�VJG�KFGCN��VJKU�YCU�
PQV�VJG�ECUG�HQT�VJGO��
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+H�RQXGTV[�KU�PQV�CFFTGUUGF�GCTN[�CPF�KV�
EQPVKPWGU�KPVQ�NCVGT�NKHG��EJKNFTGP�ECP�
ECTT[�VJG�UECTU�YKVJ�VJGO�KPVQ�CFWNVJQQF��

p#�UKIPKHKECPV�PWODGT�QH�[QWPI�
#WUVTCNKCPU�YJQ�ITQY�WR�KP�RQXGTV[�HKPF�
KV�FKHHKEWNV�VQ�GPICIG�YKVJ�HQTOCN�
GFWECVKQP��VJG[�NGCXG�UEJQQN�GCTN[�QT�
ECPPQV�PCXKICVG�HTQO�GFWECVKQP�VQ�VJG�
YQTNF�QH�YQTM�q��

%JKNFTGP�YJQUG�RCTGPVU�CTG�TGNKCPV�QP�,QD5GGMGT�CPF�
2CTGPVKPI�2C[OGPV�5KPING���VJGTG�YGTG�OQTG�VJCP������
OKNNKQP�RGQRNG�CPF�QXGT�����OKNNKQP�EJKNFTGP�TGEGKXKPI�VJG�
%QTQPCXKTWU�5WRRNGOGPV�KP�,WPG�������VJG�OCLQTKV[�CTG�
NKXKPI�KP�UQNG�RCTGPV�HCOKNKGU���

9JGP�EJKNFTGP�CTG�ITQYKPI�WR�KP�RQXGTV[�FWTKPI�VJG�HKTUV�
��[GCTU�QH�VJGKT�NKHG���VJG�[GCTU�HTQO�DKTVJ�VQ�CIG���JCXG�
DGGP�KFGPVKHKGF�CU�VJG�OQUV�KORQTVCPV�FGXGNQROGPVCN�
RGTKQF�FWTKPI�EJKNFJQQF���#4#%;�UVCVGU��p$TCKP�
FGXGNQROGPV�KP�VJG�HKTUV�[GCTU�QH�NKHG�NC[U�VJG�HQWPFCVKQP�
HQT�NCPIWCIG�FGXGNQROGPV��NKVGTCE[�CESWKUKVKQP��EQIPKVKXG�
RTQEGUUGU��GOQVKQPCN�FGXGNQROGPV��UGNH�TGIWNCVKQP�CPF�
RTQDNGO�UQNXKPI�UMKNNU�CPF�JCU�C�NCUVKPI�KORCEV�QP�JGCNVJ��
HWVWTG�NGCTPKPI�CPF�NKHG�UWEEGUU�q

#ECFGOKEU�JCXG�HQWPF�EJKNFTGP�YJQ�JCF�DGGP�NKXKPI�KP�
RGTUKUVGPV�RQXGTV[�WPVKN�CIG���QT���YGTG�OQTG�VJCP���
VKOGU�NKMGN[�VQ�DG�CV�TKUM�QH�RU[EJQNQIKECN�ENKPKECN�
RTQDNGOU�VJCP�EJKNFTGP�YJQ�JCF�PGXGT�GZRGTKGPEGF�
RQXGTV[�
����EQORCTGF�VQ�������

#4#%;�NQQMGF�CV�FGRTKXCVKQPU�DCUGF�QP�C�NQPI�VGTO�UVWF[�
QH�EJKNFTGP�DQTP�KP��������+V�HQWPF�KP�CFFKVKQP�VQ�NKXKPI�
DGNQY�VJG�RQXGTV[�NKPG��EJKNFTGP�GZRGTKGPEGF�OQTG�
FGRTKXCVKQPU�

%JKNFTGP�NKXKPI�KP�UQNG�RCTGPV�HCOKNKGU�JCXG�C�RQXGTV[�
TCVG�QH��������VKOGU�VJCV�QH�EQWRNG�HCOKNKGU�
������

Who are most at risk?

KP�HCOKNKGU�YJGTG�PQ�RCTGPV�JCF�C�LQD�
WPGORNQ[GF�QT�PQV�
NQQMKPI�HQT�YQTM��CPF�HQT�EJKNFTGP�YKVJ�C�FKUCDKNKV[��6JG�
�����%JKNF�9GNN�$GKPI�RTQLGEV�HQWPF�HQQF�CPF�ENQVJKPI�
FGRTKXCVKQP�YCU�EQPEGPVTCVGF�COQPI�EJKNFTGP�YKVJ�
FKUCDKNKV[��[QWPI�ECTGTU�CPF�+PFKIGPQWU�[QWPI�RGQRNG���

$[�PGKIJDQWTJQQF���7PKVKPI%CTG�#WUVTCNKC�HQWPF�VJGTG�
CTG�ENGCT�ENWUVGTU�QH�PGKIJDQWTJQQFU�CV�TKUM�QH�JKIJ�EJKNF�
GZENWUKQP�CPF�QVJGTU�YJGTG�VJG�TKUM�KU�XGT[�NQY���+V�HQWPF�
��KP���EJKNFTGP�NKXKPI�KP�TGOQVG�CPF�XGT[�TGOQVG�#WUVTCNKC�
GZRGTKGPEGF�VJG�JKIJGUV�TCVG�QH�UQEKCN�GZENWUKQP���6JG�%JKNF�
5QEKCN�'ZENWUKQP�+PFGZ������CNUQ�HQWPF�VJCV�����QH�NQECN�
EQOOWPKVKGU�YKVJ�VJG�JKIJGUV�TKUM�QH�EJKNF�UQEKCN�GZENWUKQP�
KP������JCF�PQ�KORTQXGOGPV�KP�������

p&KUCFXCPVCIG�GCTN[�KP�C�EJKNFoU�NKHG�TGXGTDGTCVGU�VJTQWIJQWV�
EJKNFJQQF�CPF�[QWVJ�CPF�VJG�TKUMU�CUUQEKCVGF�YKVJ�FKUCFXCPVCIG�
CPF�CECFGOKE�CFLWUVOGPV�EQPVKPWG�CPF�CEEWOWNCVG�QXGT�VKOG��
WNVKOCVGN[�CHHGEVKPI�VJG�EJKNFoU�UQEKQGEQPQOKE�UVCVWU�KP�
CFWNVJQQF�q��

#4#%;�JCU�HQWPF�VJCV�YJGP�MKFU�ITQY�WR�KP�FGRTKXCVKQP��VJG[�
CTG�OQTG�NKMGN[�VQ�DG�PGICVKXGN[�CHHGEVGF�VJTQWIJQWV�VJGKT�NKXGU��
6JKU�KPENWFGU�CFWNV�JGCNVJ�EQPFKVKQPU�UWEJ�CU�EQTQPCT[�JGCTV�
FKUGCUG��UVTQMG��FKCDGVGU�CPF�ECPEGT���

Liberal MP in forward to Living on the 
Edge, Final Report of Parliamentary Inquiry 
into Intergenerational Welfare Dependency.

Does experiencing poverty in childhood restrict secure employment, health and 
well-being later in life?

Australian communities have people that 

mothers and their children.

are really doing it tough, particularly 
people in remote and regional areas of 
Australia and in many instances, single 

– Russell Broadbent
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See also: 2018 Submissions to the House of Representatives Committee on Intergenerational Welfare Dependence, in particular from 
the Brotherhood of St Laurence and The Smith Family.

The Child Social Exclusion Index provides data at a small area level - by suburb in a city (technically called Statistical Area 2)
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Poverty puts pressure on people – it’s constant and strong. If the pressure builds up, people can be pushed into 
homelessness. We can relieve the pressure on people’s lives by creating affordable housing and helping people get 
decent jobs. We can also help people withstand this pressure by strengthening our social welfare system and ensuring 
all payments stay above the poverty line.  We can end homelessness and increase housing affordability. Investing in 
social housing is both the right and smart thing to do.

In Australia, increasing housing costs 
played a major role in keeping the 
overall poverty rate at around 12-13% 
from 2009 to 2017, when it would 
have otherwise declined.!

At least 116,000 Australians are homeless on any given night and 190,000 households are on waiting lists for social 
housing. There is a national shortage of 433,000 homes for people in the lowest 20% of household incomes who are 
either homeless or in rental stress and at high risk of becoming homeless."

See also these heat maps of homelessness and 
social housing need by Federal Electorate and the 
Homelessness Week media release, 3/8/20.4 

Relying on income support and renting in the private market increases the risk of poverty. For 
example, in 2017-18, the poverty rate for people aged over 65 years who owned or were purchasing 
their home was 10%. However, it was more than 4 times that - 41% - for those renting privately.#

How are housing and poverty linked?

How many people are homeless or waiting for social housing?

Percentage increase in Average Housing Costs 2005-2017
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38,500

135,000

7,700
101,800

32,500

3,000
102,800

11,400

432,700 TOTAL

Social Housing Unit Shortfall
2016 Australian Bureau of Statistics Data

“
“

The pandemic has shown how 
vulnerable people are when 
they don’t have a home, and 
how urgently we need more 
social housing so that every 
Australian can have a safe 
place to live.

– Chair of Homelessness Australia,
Jenny Smith

https://everybodyshome.com.au/heat-maps/
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/2020/08/homelessness-week-is-the-perfect-time-to-announce-new-social-housing-spend/
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“ “

Not everybody who is homeless sleeps on the street

The response to COVID-19 was a huge relief but more is required

In 2016 there were more than 
116,000 people who did not have a 
place to call home, a 14% increase 
from 2011.  2 out of 5 people facing 
homelessness were young people 
under the age of 25. 

Domestic violence is also a major 
reason people become homeless – 
it was the largest single reason of 
people presenting for emergency 
accommodation help according to 
the Australian Homelessness  Monitor 
published in 2018. 

I’ve been able to buy real ingredients and make proper meals for 
the kids. My rent is no longer 60% of my total income, and I can buy 
household items I’ve been needing for years and musical instruments 

to enrich the children’s lives.6  

Drivers of homelessness include high 
rents, unemployment, low income 
security payments, increasing domestic 
violence and a lack of social housing.

Since the COVID-19 pandemic struck, 
up to 1 million temporary visa holders 
have been excluded from any form of 
income support, including JobSeeker 
and JobKeeper, and there is emerging 
evidence that they are increasingly 
losing their rental accommodation 
and having to live in their cars as the 
pandemic continues.

While some people end up rough sleeping, many others are couch surfing, living in their car, or are living in other forms 
of unsafe and unstable accommodation.

In 2019, Anti-Poverty Week and the St Vincent de Paul Society ACT hosted a Raise the Rate breakfast.5 At that event, 
employers heard from ‘David’, a 49-year-old former public servant who had resigned from his job to care for his elderly 
mother after she fell while living at home alone. After she passed away, he needed to sell the family home and look 
for work. During that time he relied on Newstart, and for three months he slept in his car through the cold 2018 winter 
while job searching.  By October 2019 he had found accommodation, but was competing with up to 48 other suitable 
candidates for the jobs he was being shortlisted for. 

Many people already in poverty and reliant on income support have lost casual and part-time work. The Coronavirus 
Supplement (CVS) of $550 a fortnight being added to multiple payments, including JobSeeker Payment (formerly 
Newstart), is helping many low-income people pay rent and, in some cases, get the bond together to get into secure 
accommodation (including those needing to leave domestic violence).

Case workers at Mission Australia’s NSW Ebbs House completed at least three reference checks in the first month that 
the payment was paid, meaning these formerly homeless clients had the bond to apply for rental properties.7  

Before the 
pandemic, 
homelessness was 
already too high 

https://www.launchhousing.org.au/ending-homelessness/research-hub/australian-homelessness-monitor


FAST FACTS
Poverty & Housing

Find out more at www.antipovertyweek.org.au

Anglicare Australia’s special Rental Affordability Snapshot released in early September shows rents at the low end of 
the market have actually increased and that the CVS is the only thing helping people keep a roof over their heads.8

There are grave concerns when these payments are cut on 25 September. More than 3.3 million people are receiving 
the CVS (including 1.1 million children), and more than 1.7 million households will be in need of rent assistance. The 
government has not stated what will happen to payments after 31 December.

“

“
“

“

I live in Tasmania. This supplement means rentals are now more 
affordable for me and I can find a rental I can afford. Unfortunately once 
this ends I will struggle again. And most likely have to give my rental up. 
We were all couch surfing with friends and family until this supplement.9

What’s the most effective way to reduce homelessness?

Build more 
social housing

How do we reduce housing poverty?

Social housing investment is the most effective way to reduce 
homelessness, due to its affordable rents, security of tenure, and 
other supports that are not available to people in the private rental 
market.  Financially vulnerable people in social housing are less than 
half as likely to become homeless as a similar group renting privately. 
Over 1/3 of new tenants in social housing were previously homeless.10

Some 7,000 people were taken off the streets during the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Steven Coard was one of them. At nearly 50, 
he’s been sleeping rough for most of his adult life. “What an amazing 
transformation — from being at rock bottom, to back on the social 
ladder,” he said. “I thought we were going to be left out here to deal 
with it ourselves. “All of a sudden, we’re all being housed. It’s a very 
mind-blowing experience.”11

The Community Housing Industry Association, Homelessness Australia, National 
Shelter, and the national housing campaign, Everybody’s Home, have called for a 
Social Housing Acceleration and Renovation Program (SHARP)13. This would enable 
the delivery of at least 30,000 additional social housing units and the renovation 
many thousands more existing properties to high environmental standards. SHARP 
proposes social housing maintenance and upgrading; acquisition of sites and properties 
requiring renovation/completion which are suitable for social housing; shovel ready 
development projects and longer term new development projects.  They say 3/4 of 
the 30,000 new homes could be completed within 3 years. More 6,000 new homes 
could begin construction within the next 6 months if they are supported by Federal 
Government investment.14

It’s the right thing to do.  It’s 
cheaper to get people a home. 
It’ll save money on police call-outs, 
and treating people on emergency 
wards.  Homeless is not an 
identity. It’s an experience. And if 
we can make it a short experience, 
and one that doesn’t reoccur, we 
can reduce the human toll and of 
course, the cost to the taxpayer. 

– Launch Housing CEO Bevan Warner.12
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“
“

“
“

Immediate renovation work on existing social housing properties will improve 
their energy efficiency, and bring down bills for tenants. It will improve the 

standards so that everyone can stay safe and healthy inside their own homes.
– Community Housing Industry Association (CHIA) CEO, Wendy Hayhurst

For less than the $25,000 homebuilder grant we could retrofit a social housing 
property. On average this would cover solar, a hot water heat pump, upgrades 

to thermal performance (through underfloor, cavity or rooftop insulation, 
sealing and draught-stopping), a good-sized battery, and replacing gas heating 

with electric.15

Commonwealth Rent Assistance (CRA) helps people who are renting and rely on the 
income support system, including low income families.  Before the COVID-19 pandemic, 
2 in 5 of the 1.3 million Australian households renting privately and CRA lived in chronic 
housing stress (paying more than 30% of their total income in rent).16

A 2019 Productivity Commission Report17 found that over the past 20 years rents have 
been rising faster than the consumer price index, the rate at which CRA is indexed. 
CRA has not been increased in real terms since 2000.  As a result, between 2001 and 
2018, the average share of rents covered by CRA fell from 28% to 24%. 

In June 2020 the median rent people relying on JobSeeker and receiving CRA were 
paying was $225 per week. They were receiving $65.80 per week in CRA.18 The 
Coronavirus Supplement was helping them make up the shortfall.

Commonwealth Rent Assistance, September 202019 

Max rate of CRA paid per week Rent must be at least per week

Single no children $70 $155

Sole parent with 1-2 children $82 $191

Couple with 1-2 children $82 $230

ACOSS and members of the Everybody’s Home campaign say CRA should be raised by 50% pending a broader review 
of the payment. This would reduce help protect from poverty, the nearly 1.7 million households who were receiving it in 
June 2020 (a 32% increase since December 2019 before the COVID-19 pandemic commenced). The increase for those 
receiving unemployment payments needing this help was 135% over the same time.20

Why are so many low-income people renting in the private market?

More than 2.65 million people, or over 1 million households, rented in the private market in 2018.  A rise in housing prices 
alongside the decline in social housing has led to a large increase in low-income people renting in the private market.21  

Supporting 
renters is also 

important

https://everybodyshome.com.au/about/campaign-partners/
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How would building more social housing help our 
economy?
The federal government could save almost 20,000 jobs a year if it builds more 
social housing. Constructing 30,000 social and affordable homes over the next 3 
years would generate a steady pipeline of jobs for tradies that would otherwise 
run out of work. There would also be extra work for scaffolders, planners and 
surveyors. This large ‘economic multiplier effect’ explains why committing to a 
pipeline of 30,000 social homes over the next four years would save between 
15,540 and 18,050 jobs a year, according to SGS Economics and Planning.22

In response to the GFC, the Rudd-Gillard Government introduced a Social Housing 
Initiative which provided direct funding for the construction of new dwellings, 
which saw 19,700 new dwellings built and led to the creation of around 9,000 full-
time jobs in the construction industry. It also included repairs and refurbishment 
for up to 60,000 existing social housing dwellings.23 Independent analysis by 
KPMG found that for every $1 invested, $1.3 went into the economy.24 This 
does not include the savings from crisis accommodation, health and other costs 
associated with homelessness and housing poverty.

Australian Industry Group Chief Executive Innes Willox said: “The ideal economic recovery options are those that 
boost jobs now while delivering long-term payoffs. Upgrading low income housing meets that test, with immediate 
activity in construction, building materials, appliance supply and trades; and decades of better lives, lower bills and 
a stronger energy system.”25

Anti-Poverty Week is partnering with the Everybody’s Home campaign to 
help ensure all Australians have a safe, secure and affordable home.  See the 
Anti-Poverty Week website page Everybody’s Home for more information 
and to find out how you can get involved. 

What you can 
do to help

Data sourced from Productivity Commission 2019, 

“Vulnerable Private Renters: Evidence and Options,” 

Commission Research Paper, Canberra
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How many people live in poverty globally?What is Poverty?
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... about �% of the 
global population 
will still be living in 
extreme poverty by 
2030.
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How do we reduce poverty globally?
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How much would it cost to end extreme 
poverty globally?
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of the combined income of the 

richest countries in the world per 
year can end extreme poverty
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