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Why the legislation to provide 10 days of paid leave to victims of domestic violence 

doesn’t solve the poverty trap for women and their children, 27/7/22 

The legislation is a welcome first step towards righting the wrong for women who are victims of 
violence. We agree with Minister Bourke who said on RN Breakfast Tuesday 26/7/22, while 
explaining the decision to extend the leave entitlements to casual workers: 

“the gravity of whether or not someone gets out of these situations, there are already so 
many things stacked against them making it hard… I don’t want losing your job or being 
poor, to be added to the list.” 

Yet we do know that poverty is a barrier for women to leave and is often the reason they return. 
As we said in our Fast Fact: Women, Violence and Poverty 3/9/21:  

• Lack of money is also a powerful factor in perpetuating violence –around 1 in 5 women 
returned to violent partners because they had no financial support, or nowhere else to 
go.i 

Sadly, not enough women with children will be working to take advantage of these paid leave 
entitlements, and most of them rely on our inadequate income support system.   

The choice: violence or poverty published by Dr Anne Summers on 7/7/22 confirms that many 
mothers are not working at either the time the violence takes place (50%) or post-separation 
(40%).ii  She found that post-separation, although 60% were employed, 50% relied on 
government benefits as their main source of income and 82% received government payments 
for at least part of their weekly income. Of the 60% who were working, “only 27% of these 
mothers who had fled violence were employed full-time, with 33% working part-time.”  Of those 
not working, 33% were not in the labour force and 7% were unemployed.iii 

Our 22/7/22 Briefing confirmed that: 

• Poverty, like violence, is gendered and affects an unacceptable number of Australian 
women and children, often through to retirement.  Of the 1 million single parent families 
in Australia, we found nearly a third (300,000) are headed by women caring for around 
600,000 children and living near or below the poverty line – sometimes by as much as 
$80 a week below it.iv  Distressingly women can expect to fall further into poverty as their 
children get older. 
 

• While 80% of all Australian single parent families are female, more than 95% of the 
poorest single parent families, those who rely on inadequate income support payments, 
are headed by women.v    
 

• Single women leaving violence without dependent children and receiving maximum 
JobSeeker or Youth Allowance payments are nearly $100 a week below the poverty 
line (and as much as $154 per week if aged under 22 years). 
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As we said in our Fast Fact: Women, Violence and Poverty 3/9/21:  

• Women who leave violence may have been prevented from working as part of the 
violence, especially if subject to coercive control and financial abuse.  Post separation, 
they are often unable to work full-time for some time, either due to ongoing threats from 
the former partner, the impact of injuries or trauma incurred from the violence and/or the 
need to care for children (many of whom have witnessed the violence).  The women and 
their children are therefore reliant on social security payments which are near to, or well 
below, the poverty line.vi  

The Federal Government needs to take responsibility for its share of the Draft National Plan to 
Prevent Violence against Women and Children 2022-2032 by including critical solutions to 
women’s poverty and homelessness that are currently missing from the Draft Plan. 
 
The current Plan fails to include the central role of Federal Government income support for 
women leaving violence, omits reference to the inadequate child support system, and does not 
seriously address the lack of affordable housing.  The final Plan needs to: 

• Increase income support above the poverty line, including a 50% increase in 
Commonwealth Rent Assistance. 

• Commit to a review of child support, acknowledging that non-payment is a form of 
financial abuse and control. 

• Ensure Federal and State/Territory governments build significantly more social housing, 
so women and children don’t have to risk homelessness by leaving. 

• Included measurable targets. 
• Commit to tackling gender inequality, the main driver of violence. 

Contact: Toni Wren 
Executive Director, Anti-Poverty Week 
ed@antipovertyweek.org.au, tel 0405 705 442 
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https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/APW-Final-Women-Violence-and-Poverty-Fast-Facts-30.08.2021.pdf
https://engage.dss.gov.au/draft-national-plan-to-end-violence-against-women-and-children-2022-2032/
https://engage.dss.gov.au/draft-national-plan-to-end-violence-against-women-and-children-2022-2032/
mailto:ed@antipovertyweek.org.au


3 
 

 
i 2016 Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Personal Safety Survey (2017) cited by Australia’s National 
Research Organisation for Women’s Safety (ANROWS) in evidence to House of Representatives 
Standing Committee on Social Policy and Legal Affairs, Inquiry into family, domestic and sexual violence.  
ii Note 67% of all women who had experienced previous partner violence were working during the period 

the violence was occurring according to ABS PSS Table 18.3 cited The choice: violence or poverty. 
iii The choice: violence or poverty, page 58-59: Women aged 18 years and over who ever had a partner, 

Whether experienced partner violence since the age of 15, By family composition and selected socio-
demographic and household characteristics. Also Tables in Appendix 2. 
iv DSS Demographics, March 2022 states there were 231,109 Parenting Payment Single recipients, 

220,498 or 95.4% of whom were female. In addition, there were over 86,261 JobSeeker and Youth 
Allowance Other recipients who were single Principal Carers.  If we assume similar proportions are 
female, this means, around 82,300 were female. 220,498 PPS female and 82,300 JSP/YAO female 
single Principal Carers = 302,798. Child estimates derived similarly for JSP and YAO, PPS are published 
by DSS Demographics. 2021 Census shows changing face of Australian families, 28/6/22: 1,068,268 lone 
parent families, of which four out of every five (858,656) of those parents were female. DSS 
Demographics, September 2021: 234,967 Parenting Payment Single recipients, 223,784 or 95.2% of 
whom were female. See Appendix B for income support rates and Poverty Lines Australia March 2022 for 
Henderson poverty lines. 
v 2021 Census shows changing face of Australian families, 28/6/22: 1,068,268 lone parent families, of 
which four out of every five (858,656) of those parents were female. DSS Demographics, September 
2021: 234,967 Parenting Payment Single recipients, 223,784 or 95.2% of whom were female. 
vi Fast Fact: Women, Violence and Poverty 3/9/21: Domestic violence is also associated with controlling 
behaviour/coercive control which may include restricting women from leaving the home to attend 
education or training classes or participating in employment.  This in turn leads to lower self confidence 
and self-esteem, further inhibiting employability skills and pathways out of poverty from employment.  
Domestic violence can lead to a family moving home, losing not only social supports, but also networks 
that lead to employment.  It can also lead to a loss of job opportunities due to the need to move to 
cheaper housing.   

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Social_Policy_and_Legal_Affairs/Familyviolence
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/personal-safety-australia/latest-release#data-download
https://paulramsayfoundation.org.au/2022/07/07/violence-or-poverty-new-report-uncovers-the-stark-choice-for-australian-mothers-experiencing-domestic-and-family-violence/
https://paulramsayfoundation.org.au/2022/07/07/violence-or-poverty-new-report-uncovers-the-stark-choice-for-australian-mothers-experiencing-domestic-and-family-violence/
https://data.gov.au/data/dataset/dss-payment-demographic-data
https://www.abs.gov.au/media-centre/media-releases/2021-census-shows-changing-face-australias-6-million-families
https://data.gov.au/data/dataset/dss-payment-demographic-data
https://data.gov.au/data/dataset/dss-payment-demographic-data
https://melbourneinstitute.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/4222195/Poverty-Lines-Australia-March-2022.pdf
https://www.abs.gov.au/media-centre/media-releases/2021-census-shows-changing-face-australias-6-million-families
https://data.gov.au/data/dataset/dss-payment-demographic-data
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/APW-Final-Women-Violence-and-Poverty-Fast-Facts-30.08.2021.pdf

