
 
 
 
 
 

Together we can halve child poverty by 2030 
 
Let’s make sure that all Australian children and families can cover the basics and have a secure roof over their 
head.  Children can thrive and be healthy when they have what they need to develop well.   
 
Poverty rates in Australia, the so-called lucky country, have barely shifted since 2002, and for children, they’re 
increasing.  More than 1 in 6 Australian children (over three quarters of a million) live in poverty, diminishing 
their lives now and in the future.  
 
17 October 2022 marks the 30th year of the declaration of the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 
and the 20th year of Australia dedicating a week to act on poverty.   
 
This Anti-Poverty Week we are calling on all our Parliamentarians to commit to halve child poverty by 2030. 
This means we can meet our international commitments to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and 
UN Global Goals (Sustainable Development Goals).  
 
Our Federal Parliamentarians need to pass legislation to halve child poverty by 2030, with measurable targets 
and actions to achieve this goal.   
 
The New Zealand Government introduced such 
legislation in 2018 and they’ve made great 
progress so that fewer children live in poverty. 
Setting targets enshrined in legislation works  
and changes lives for the better.   
 
To treat all of Australia’s children fairly,  
we need to ensure every family has  
what they need.  

 
A legislated plan to halve child poverty  
by 2030 would be a huge step to achieving this. 

Sign our Pledge to Halve Child Poverty by 
2030  

In 2022, Anti-Poverty Week is sponsored by: 
Brotherhood of St Laurence; Berry Street; St Vincent de Paul Society, The Smith Family; Anglicare Australia; 
Uniting Vic/Tas; The Life Course Centre – ARC Centre of Excellence for Children and Families over the Life 
Course; UnitingCare Australia; The Salvation Army; Australian Education Union (Federal); Australian Nursing 
and Midwifery Federation. 

2022 State/Territory Co-Chairs include: ACTCOSS, Care Financial Counselling Service ACT; NCOSS; 
PeakCare Qld; NAPCAN; Commissioner for Children and Young People SA, Baptist Care SA; Salvation Army 
Tasmania; Uniting Vic/Tas; Family Care Shepparton; Centre Care WA, Foodbank WA. Supporters include 
ACOSS, Everybody’s Home, Foodbank Australia, Mission Australia and the National Council for Single 
Mothers and Their Children. 
 

#EndChildPoverty #AntiPovertyWeek #APW22 

https://www.unicef.org.au/Upload/UNICEF/Media/Our%20work/Australia/The%20wellbeing%20of%20Australia's%20children/Australian-Childrens-Wellbeing-Index-Report.pdf
https://povertyandinequality.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Poverty-in-Australia-2020-Part-2-%E2%80%93-Who-is-affected_Final.pdf
https://sdg.iisd.org/events/international-day-for-the-eradication-of-poverty-2022/
https://www.unicef.org/sop/convention-rights-child-child-friendly-version
https://www.globalgoals.org/goals/
https://www.childyouthwellbeing.govt.nz/about/news/child-poverty-report-budget-2022
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/APW-pledge-2022-final.pdf
https://www.bsl.org.au/
https://www.berrystreet.org.au/
https://www.vinnies.org.au/
https://www.thesmithfamily.com.au/
https://www.anglicare.org.au/
https://www.unitingvictas.org.au/
https://lifecoursecentre.org.au/
https://unitingcare.org.au/
https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/
https://www.aeufederal.org.au/
https://www.anmf.org.au/
https://www.anmf.org.au/
https://www.actcoss.org.au/
https://www.carefcs.org/
https://www.ncoss.org.au/
https://peakcare.org.au/
https://www.napcan.org.au/
https://www.ccyp.com.au/
https://baptistcaresa.org.au/
https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/locations/tasmania/
https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/locations/tasmania/
https://www.unitingvictas.org.au/
https://familycare.net.au/
https://www.centrecare.com.au/
https://www.foodbank.org.au/WA/food-assistance/?state=wa
https://www.acoss.org.au/
https://everybodyshome.com.au/
https://www.foodbank.org.au/
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/
https://www.ncsmc.org.au/
https://www.ncsmc.org.au/


Child poverty exists and diminishes children’s lives now, and in the future

 
 
Starting school: “Growing up in poverty is a strong predictor of a child being developmentally vulnerable by 
the time they start school.” In 2021, more than 1 in 5 Australian children (22%) were assessed as 
developmentally vulnerable when they started school, potentially reducing good health, education and social 
outcomes later in life. Australian Early Development Census, 2022. 
 
At school: For one-in-six Australian children who live in poverty, disadvantage at home carries over into 
disadvantage at school. Children living in poverty have lower school completion rates and lower scores on 
national tests such as NAPLAN and students who live in poverty also experience more social exclusion at 
school than their more advantaged peers. “To reduce educational disadvantage, action is needed to reduce 
child poverty, which has remained stubbornly high since the early 2000s.” Professor Gerry Redmond The 
Conversation 10/3/22.  
 
The future: “Experiencing just a single year of poverty during childhood is associated with poorer socio-
economic outcomes in terms of educational attainment, labour market performance and even overall life 
satisfaction in early adulthood. Children from poor households are 3.3 times more likely to suffer adult poverty 
than those who grew up in never poor households. Melbourne University, 2020 
 
We can all do something about it 
 
“We need to make sure that every child gets the opportunity to be the best that they can be, because that 
helps, not just that individual, that’s the key to Australia as well.  We need to be the smart country.”  

PM Anthony Albanese interview on 7.30, 23/6/22 
 
“The period during the Covid-19 pandemic when income support payments were lifted was hugely beneficial to 
children and their families. We saw less anxiety about whether families could meet their basic needs such as 
food, heating, and shelter. We saw reduced suicides as a result. Income support payments should be set at a 
level that supports individuals and families to live with dignity and meet their basic needs.”  

Statement from the AMA, 22/2/22 

See more at Anti-Poverty Week, including Fast Fact: Child and Family Poverty in Australia;  22/7/22 Women, 
Violence and Poverty Briefing and 18/8/22 Child Support Briefing   

Contact us:  apw@antipovertyweek.org.au 

 

UNICEF Australia and  ARACY, The Wellbeing of Australia’s Children, December 2021, page 19: 

https://www.dese.gov.au/early-childhood/announcements/report-now-available-2021-australian-early-development-census
https://melbourneinstitute.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/3522482/Breaking-Down-Barriers-Report-1-October-2020.pdf
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/11_2017/sprp47_low_income_web.pdf
https://theconversation.com/i-just-go-to-school-with-no-food-why-australia-must-tackle-child-poverty-to-improve-educational-outcomes-178426
https://theconversation.com/i-just-go-to-school-with-no-food-why-australia-must-tackle-child-poverty-to-improve-educational-outcomes-178426
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/new-federal-government-forced-to-deal-with-big/13943332
https://www.ama.com.au/index.php/media/ama-joins-call-child-health-taskforce
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/5.-Child-Poverty-2021-d1.pdf
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/APW-July-22-Final-Corrected-Briefing-Women-Violence-and-Poverty.pdf
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/APW-July-22-Final-Corrected-Briefing-Women-Violence-and-Poverty.pdf
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/APW-Child-Support-Briefing-18-Aug-22-1.pdf
mailto:apw@antipovertyweek.org.au
https://www.unicef.org.au/
https://www.aracy.org.au/
https://www.unicef.org.au/our-work/unicef-in-australia/the-wellbeing-of-australia%E2%80%99s-children

