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Supporters Pack 

Anti-Poverty Week 16-22 October, 2022  

20 years of acting on poverty 

Key messages: Child Poverty (page 2)  

Actions to support Anti-Poverty Week (page 3) 

Key messages: family payments, child support, women and violence 

plus key graph (page 4)  

Key messages: rental affordability plus key graph (page 5) 

  

 

WATCH OUT FOR THESE REPORTS COMING OUT FROM 14/10: 

 

Friday 14/10  ACOSS/UNSW release of Poverty in Australia 2022  Snapshot   

Monday 17/10 Release of Foodbank Australia Foodbank Hunger Report 2022   

Tuesday 18/10 Release of Anti-Poverty Week Briefing: 20 years on - Still Too 

Much Child Poverty in the ‘Lucky’ Country 

Thursday 20/10  Anglicare Australia release of Nothing Left to Give Emergency 

Relief report 

 

See Anti-Poverty Week Calendar for more events, activities  

https://antipovertyweek.org.au/event/poverty-in-australia-2022-research-report-launch/
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/event/release-of-foodbank-hunger-report-2022/
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/event/nothing-left-to-give-emergency-relief-across-the-anglicare-australia-network/
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/event/nothing-left-to-give-emergency-relief-across-the-anglicare-australia-network/
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/events/
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Key messages: Together we can halve child poverty by 2030 

 
Too many Australians including children are struggling to make ends meet.  It’s not right in a 
wealthy country like Australia1, especially in light of our achievement in 2020 when the Federal 
Government’s Coronavirus Supplement reduced poverty for so many. More than 1.44 million 
Australians are trapped in poverty on very low working age payments like JobSeeker, parenting 
and student payments. 60% of them are women. More than 850,000 children have a parent 
relying on these punishingly low payments.  

Let’s make sure that all Australian children and families can cover the basics and have a 
secure roof over their head.  Children can thrive and be healthy when they have what 
they need to develop well. Poverty rates in Australia, the so-called ‘lucky’ country, have 
barely shifted since 2002, and children continue to experience higher poverty rates than 
adults.  More than 1 in 6 Australian children (nearly three quarters of a million) live in 
poverty, diminishing their lives now and in the future. 

In its 20th year of acting on poverty, Anti-Poverty Week calls on all Parliamentarians to 
commit to halve child poverty by 2030 and to pass legislation with measurable targets 
and actions to achieve this goal.  

The New Zealand Government introduced such legislation in 2018 and they’ve made great 
progress so that fewer children live in poverty. Setting targets enshrined in legislation works and 
changes lives for the better.  

Actions which could be taken now to reduce child poverty include 

• Increase JobSeeker and related payments so everyone can afford the basics including 
rent, food, medication and education. 

• Build more social housing and increase Commonwealth Rent Assistance so everyone 
has a safe place to call home. 

• Review family payments and child support to ensure they do their job of reducing child 
poverty and restore single parenting payment eligibility until the youngest child turns 16 
not 8. 

• Ensure income support and housing feature in the forthcoming final National Plan to End 
Violence against Women and Children 2022–32. 

 
To treat all of Australia’s children fairly, we need to ensure every family has what they need.  
A legislated plan to halve child poverty by 2030 would be a huge step to achieving this.  
 
See more in our updated 3 page Call to Action and our 2022 website page 

 

 
  

 
1 The Credit Suisse Annual Global Wealth Report 2022 says Australia has the highest median wealth per 

adult of any country ($US273,900) followed by Belgium, New Zealand and Hong Kong SAR.  

https://povertyandinequality.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Poverty-in-Australia-2020-Part-2-%E2%80%93-Who-is-affected_Final.pdf
https://www.childyouthwellbeing.govt.nz/about/news/child-poverty-report-budget-2022
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/2022/10/join-our-call-to-halve-child-poverty-by-2030/
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/relieving-poverty-for-families-and-children/
https://www.credit-suisse.com/about-us/en/reports-research/global-wealth-report.html#:~:text=Global%20Wealth%20Report%202022&text=Total%20global%20wealth%20grew%20by,fastest%20annual%20rate%20ever%20recorded.
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How you can support Anti-Poverty Week  

Sign our Pledge to Halve Child Poverty by 2030 – share on social media with 
Hashtags: #EndChildPoverty   #AntiPovertyWeek    #APW22 

Copy for your internal and social media messaging: 
 

Together we can halve child poverty by 2030 
We believe all Australian children and families must have enough to cover the basics and 
have a secure roof over their head.   
That’s why we support Anti-Poverty Week’s call for all Parliamentarians to commit to taking 
action to halve child poverty by 2030. 

Join us in taking action – download the Halve Child Poverty Pledge, photograph yourself holding 
it and post to social media using #EndChildPoverty follow @antipovertyweek on facebook, 
@anti_poverty_week  on Instagram and @AntiPovertyWeek on twitter 
 

Follow and share our posts on Social media:  
  

Facebook - @antipovertyweek   

Twitter - @AntiPovertyWeek   

Instagram - @ anti_poverty_week 

 

Social media tiles: Promotional Kit - Anti-Poverty Week (keep checking for additional 
tiles coming including children’s own words about what it’s like and what they need) 
 
Key image - more versions in the Promo Kit, including co-branding options, also 
Posters for printing and for display at events:   

 

  

https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/APW-pledge-2022-final.pdf
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/APW-pledge-2022-final.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/antipovertyweek
https://twitter.com/AntiPovertyWeek
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/resources/promotional-kit/
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Key Messages: Family Payments, Child Support and Single Parents 

Family Payments: Real expenditure on family payments in 2020-21 is the same as it was in 
2000–2001, 20 years ago, despite a 20% increase in the number of children aged 0-14 from 
2001 to 2021.  This is due to cuts which affect the poorest families (changes to indexation and 
freezing of payments) and income testing – See June 2022 analysis by the Parliamentary 
Library . 

It is estimated that fewer than half of all families with dependent children now receive Family 
Tax Benefit, compared with about 75% in 2007-08. 

• Family Tax Benefit A is the main payment available to assist families with the cost of 
living.  

o Two-thirds (67%) are families with a combined income of under $56,137 in 2020-
21; approximately 50% are single parent families and  

o 31% are families (with ~850,000 children) receiving extremely low working age 
payments as their main source of income.  

Child Support: It is extremely difficult to determine the entire amount of child support debt 
owed to Australian children, however Anti-Poverty Week estimates that it is close to $2Billion. 
See more at joint National Council for Single Mothers and Their Children Media Release Child 
support failure costs children and Budget, 18/8/22. 

Poverty, like violence, is gendered and affects an unacceptable number of Australian women 
and children, often through to retirement.  Of the 1 million single parent families in Australia, we 
found nearly a third (300,000) are headed by women caring for around 600,000 children and 
living near or below the poverty line – sometimes by as much as $80 a week below it. 
Distressingly women can expect to fall further into poverty as their children get older. See more 
in the APW Briefing Women, Violence and Poverty, 22/7/22, including this chart:

  

https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/SocialSecurityFamilyAssistance
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/SocialSecurityFamilyAssistance
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/20220818-Child-Support-failure-costs-children-and-Budget.pdf
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/20220818-Child-Support-failure-costs-children-and-Budget.pdf
https://antipovertyweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/APW-22-July-22-Briefing-Women-Violence-and-Poverty.pdf
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Key messages: Rental Affordability 

Commonwealth Rent Assistance (CRA) has had no real increase since the Year 2000 but 
rents have gone through the roof, especially in the past few years. 

Over 1.37 million households on income support are struggling to pay rent with Commonwealth 
Rent Assistance only covering around a quarter of what they spend. Nearly 423,000, (close to 
one third of them), are families with children.  

Prior to the pandemic, around 40% of Commonwealth Rent Assistance households were living 
in rental stress. The full Coronavirus Supplement reduced this to 29% in June 2020.  Rental 
increases have resulted in 63% of CRA households being in rental stress by June 2022. 
 

 
 

 
Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW), Housing assistance in Australia, 29/6/22 and 
Productivity Commission, In need of repair: The National Housing and Homelessness Agreement, Study 
Report, Canberra, 30/922 

 

An ABC analysis shows that nationwide, asking rents have jumped more than 20% since the 
pandemic.   Runaway Rents, published 21/9/21, analysed median asking rents in nearly 4,000 
Australian suburbs, roughly one-third outside capital cities, from January 2002 to August 2022. 
This has an interactive tool you can plug in your location.   
 
A 50% increase in Commonwealth Rent Assistance in the forthcoming Budget would be a 
smart way to ensure people doing it toughest in this rental market have the chance to stay 
afloat.   

https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/housing-assistance/housing-assistance-in-australia/contents/financial-assistance#Impact
https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/completed/housing-homelessness/report/housing-homelessness.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-09-21/australia-is-in-the-grip-of-its-worst-rental-crisis/101453246
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-09-21/australia-is-in-the-grip-of-its-worst-rental-crisis/101453246#rentlookup

