
The Brotherhood of St. Laurence’s (BSL) Social Policy and Research Centre presents a 
special Anti-Poverty Week edition of #BSLTalks.

As part of Anti-Poverty Week, an expert panel, facilitated by BSL’s Dr Dina Bowman, with 
Prof. Miranda Stewart, National Children’s Commissioner Anne Hollonds and an expert 
by experience, will explore issues with the current family payment (Family Tax Benefits) 
system and their impacts on child and family poverty. 

These payments play an important role in tackling child poverty, but successive 
changes have undermined their effectiveness, leaving children at risk. 

With rising cost of living and low wage growth, we aim to tease out the issues, discuss 
the impacts on children, and highlight opportunities for change. 

A special Anti-Poverty Week edition of BSL Talks
Tackling child poverty through policies and payments 

12pm - 1pm on Thursday 20 October 2022

A link to the webinar will be provided upon completion of registration.  
This webinar will include Auslan Interpreting and closed captioning. If you have any accessibility  

requirements or require assistance to register, please email events@bsl.org.au prior to the webinar.

https://events.humanitix.com/bsl-talks-tackling-child-poverty-through-policies-and-payments
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Prof. Miranda Stewart, Melbourne University Law School and 
Honorary Professor, Tax and Transfer Policy Institute 
Miranda Stewart is Professor of Law at the University of Melbourne Law School 
where she is Director of the Tax Group and is a Fellow at the Tax and Transfer Policy 
Institute at the Crawford School of Public Policy, The Australian National University. 
Miranda was the inaugural Director of the Institute from 2014 to 2017. Miranda has 
more than 25 years research, practical and leadership experience in tax law and 
policy in academia, government and the private sector. Miranda engages in research, 
policy advice and teaching across a wide range of topics including taxation of large 
and small business entities, not-for-profits and individuals; international taxation 
and the role of tax in development; reform processes and budget institutions; and 
gender equality in tax and transfer systems. Miranda has an enduring interest in the 
resilience, legitimacy and fairness of tax systems to support good government.

Dr Dina Bowman, Principal Research Fellow, BSL & Honourary 
Research Fellow, University of Melbourne
Dr Dina Bowman is Principal Research Fellow, Work and Economic Security in 
the Brotherhood of St Laurence’s Social Policy and Research Centre.  She also is 
an Honorary Principal Fellow in the School of Social and Political Sciences at the 
University of Melbourne. Dina’s research focuses on the drivers, experience and 
impacts of economic insecurity to inform program and policy development.

Meet the panel 

Panelists include 

Facilitator 
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Anne Hollonds, National Children’s Commissioner 
Anne Hollonds commenced as National Children’s Commissioner in November 
2020. Before her appointment to the role, Anne was the Director of the Australian 
Institute of Family Studies, an independent statutory authority of the Australian 
Government responsible for conducting research and providing advice on child 
and family wellbeing. In this role she was also Director of the Australian Gambling 
Research Centre. For more than 23 years Anne was a Chief Executive Officer of 
government and non-government organisations focussed on research, policy and 
service delivery in health, education and social services. Anne has had extensive 
front-line experience including in child protection, out-of-home care, domestic and 
family violence, child and family therapy, parenting education, and mental health.
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Acknowledgement of Country 
The Brotherhood of St. Laurence acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land and waterways on which our 

organisation operates. We pay our respects to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders past, present and emerging.
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